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USG President Rezwana Hoque and Vice President of Legislative Affairs Ben Guttmann failed in their bid to increase the student activity fee. SEE PAGE 5.

Stats explain Obama’s rise
BY SOPHIA AHMAD
STAFF WRITER

The post-election season was
kicked into gear at Baruch with a
lecture entitled “Why Obama Won:
A Pollster’s View” by Dr. Monika L.
McDermott, a survey pollster and
political science professor at Fordham University. On Tuesday, Nov.
11, Professor McDermott provided
original insight as to why she believes Barack Obama ascended to
the presidency based on the statistical data she has gathered.
When asked for her take on
what the main motivation for the
colossal voter turnout was, Professor McDermott said, “[A] lot of it is
Obama himself, he is just a powerful force.” As for the election results
and Senator Obama’s win, she went
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on to say, “I don’t think his political stances had much to do with
it.” The way he speaks, how he sells
his experience and the notion that
people are drawn to his personality
were all cited as motivating factors
for those who voted for him.
McDermott collaborated with
Cornell Belcher, a pollster for
Obama’s campaign to determine
how much of an influence the candidates’ races had on the voters’
decisions in this past election. She
believes that race did have a negative effect, but that voter turnout reversed that force, by the increased
number of minorities who voted.
It was found that Republicans and
conservatives have the most racially negative views. The group of
voters who had not completed high
school and owned a gun was estab-
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lished as the group with the most
negative racial attitudes.
McDermott noted the positive
effects of race within the voter turnout. In an exit poll taken on voters
leaving the polls on Nov. 4, people
were asked how important race was
in their final decision. Among black
voters who said race was a factor in
choosing a candidate, 97 percent
voted for Obama. Of white voters
who said that race was a factor, 61
percent voted for McCain. Many
swing voters, or voters who were
undecided about the candidates,
were cross-pressured, said McDermott, because they liked Obama,
but had negative racial attitudes.
New voters were the reason why
race did not have a negative effect
on turnout. Among new voters, defined as those who casting their first
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ballots in 2008 as well as those previously registered who had yet to
vote, 62 percent were between the
ages of 18 and 29. Over two thirds
of new voters voted for Obama, and
15 percent of Obama’s total support
came from people who had never
voted before. Contrary to popular
belief, McDermott reasoned that
new voters were not motivated by
current issues such as the Iraq war
and the economy as much as existing voters were; she said enthusiasm for the race was a more likely
motivator.
When asked to evaluate the issues both candidates had to confront in order to convince the
American public to vote for them,
she brought attention to Obama’s

SEE OBAMA PAGE 5

LIFESTYLES

In order to better aid students,
the New York State government will
start to make it easier for lenders to
obtain financing, according to The
New York Times.
Since the financial crisis began
in early September, students have
begun worrying that it will be harder
to get loans, especially when tuition
is expected to increase in SUNY
and CUNY. This initiative, put into
place by the New York Department
of Education, will lessen stress on
students.
Before Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac were taken over by the
government, marking the official
start of the crisis, major private
lenders such as Wachovia began
to cut back on providing loans.
The DOE’s actions will hopefully
put colleges at ease and force
students to go through federal aid
for assistance, which can be more
sympathetic to them.
According to The New York
Times, this agency will purchase
loans in the 2009-10 academic year.
They also “pledge to be the buyer of
last resort for loans purchased by
private intermediaries.”
Private student loans from
lenders such as Citigroup and J.P.
Morgan Chase are upping their
standards for loans. For the last two
months, requirements on providing
cosigners and necessary credit
scores started to change.
Along with the DOE, Congress
is also taking action to guard
students against the major pitfalls
of the crisis. Congress is now
authorized to buy back loans from
2003-10, according to The New
York Times. This is in hopes that by
showing government backing other
lenders will be enticed to continue
to distribute loans, especially
banks that have stopped almost
completely.
Recently, The Washington Post
reported that the credit crisis has
affected nearby colleges. Financial
aid advisors and students are
scurrying around to find a way to
obtain approval for loans. It is also
creating more worries about the
future, said The Washington Post.
“It is no surprise that the federal
government is taking swift and
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BY GAREN MARSHALL

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

MONDAY 11/10
The Baruch Performing Arts
Center presents, as part of the MCC
Play Lab Series, “The Jesus Year” by
Brooke Berman in the Engelman
Recital Hall, VC at 7 p.m.

TUESDAY 11/11
The Globus Lecture Series of
the Weissman School of Arts and
Sciences and the political science
department present “Why Obama
Won: A Pollster’s View.” It will take
place in Mulitpurpose Room VC
1-107 from 8 - 10 p.m.
The School of Public Affairs
will host a Graduate Programs
Open House for those interested
in graduate degrees for careers in
nonprofit management, health
policy, government or education. It
will take place from 6 - 7:30 p.m. in
Room 750 of the Newman Library
Building.
As part of the Silberman Concert
Series, the Baruch Performing Arts
Center presents “Cocktails and
Skyscrapers: The Manhattan Music of George Gershwin and Dana
Suesse.” The event is free and takes
place in the Engelman Recital Hall,
VC at 7:45 p.m.

THURSDAY 11/13
The Brown Bag Lunch Series
hosted by the Baruch College Honors Program presents professor
Chester Zarnoch on, “Using Environmental Physiology to Understand Shellfish Population Dynamics.” It takes place from 1 - 2 p.m. in
Room 903 of the 23rd St. Building.

USG BRIEFS
Rezwana Hoque has gone back
and forth with Corpus via e-mail
concerning Helpline. Helpline
will be re-opening in the spring
semester and the office location
will change. In addition, she held
a meeting with faculty on Nov. 4
about improving communication
between students and faculty. According to Hoque, “It would be giving a warm feeling [for Baruch].”
They also discussed the referendum and construction of 17 Lexington building.
USG will be having a conference within the next two weeks in
Florida.
Glenn said that Freakfest was a
success. He is strongly interested
in extending student study library
hours. He sent an e-mail to Arthur
Downing regarding this matter and
they will be having a meeting at
some point next week to discuss.
Carlos Ruiz said the USG Insider, student government’s official
newsletter, is a work in progress.
Ali discussed forming an Event
Evaluation Committee, which will
presumably be open exclusively to
members of USG.
There was a vote and it was determined that Glenn Barelli was selected and voted in for the position
of lower day senator of USG.

As part of “Exonerated,” Scott Fappiano and
Barry Gibbs came to Baruch on Thursday, Nov.
6 to explain how they ended up serving a combined 40 years in prison for crimes they did not
commit.
In 1983, Fappiano, a full-time student at St.
John’s University, was arrested for the rape of a
police officer’s wife. After being placed in a lineup with several police officers he was falsely
identified as the attacker. Due to the absence of
DNA testing at the time, semen samples were
taken from the crime scene and were tested for
blood grouping. The semen samples were identified as belonging to a man with type A blood,
which should have cleared Fappiano since his
blood type is O-. Unfortunately, this was not the
case and Fappiano was tried twice, resulting in
a mistrial on the first round and a conviction on
the second. After 21 years, Fappiano was exonerated in October 2006 due to DNA evidence.
Fappiano’s co-speaker, Barry Gibbs, served 19
years for murder. A Vietnam veteran, Gibbs had
been a member of the U.S. Navy’s elite search
and rescue team. In 1986, Gibbs was arrested
by Lois Eppolito, the now infamous “Mob Cop”
who is currently serving life in prison for felonies
ranging from murder to racketeering. Eppolito
allegedly framed Gibbs for the murder of Virginia Robertson, a 27-year-old woman. Gibb’s
had been trying to prove his innocence during
his 19-year prison sentence, but was exonerated
following the discovery of his file in Eppolito’s
house during his investigation.
Fappiano and Gibbs are now trying to move
on with their lives. Fappiano claims that he
“functions pretty well in society” even though his
time in prison was not easy. Describing life in a
maximum-security prison, Fappiano explained,
“Rats live better,” while Gibbs said, “It took me
nine years to get used to jail and I went to Vietnam […] I was planning on dying in prison.”
All of this was part of “Exonerated,” an event
co-sponsored by the Undergraduate Student
Government, Alpha Phi Delta National Frater-
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Jeffrey Deskovic, Scott Fappiano and Barry Gibbs talk about their experience as wrongly-accused prisoners.
nity and the Baruch College Advertising Society. The room was full of intensely interested
students and faculty that seemed to hang onto
every word. The main purpose of the event was
to raise awareness of the deficiencies in our current criminal justice system. Also present at the
event were members of the Innocence Project,
an independent, nonprofit organization affiliated with Cardozo School of Law.
According to their website, “The Innocence
Project is a national litigation and public policy
organization dedicated to exonerating wrongfully convicted people through DNA testing and
reforming the criminal justice system to prevent
future injustice.” Including Fappiano and
Gibbs, the Innocence Project has exonerated
223 men and women who each spent an average
of 12 years in prison. Even more astonishing is
that 17 of the 223 served time on death row.
Explaining that there is no way to accurately estimate the number of innocent men and
women in prison, USG Vice President of Campus Affairs Vincent Pullara Jr. said, “There are

“2.3 million people in prison [in the U.S.]. If 1
percent are innocent, there are 23,000 innocent
people in prison.” To put a number that massive into perspective, there are less than 13,000
undergraduate students at Baruch. The leading
causes of these wrongful convictions are eyewitness misidentifications, false confessions and
“limited, unreliable or fraudulent forensic science,” according to the Innocence Project. Jeffrey Deskovic, another man exonerated by the
Innocence Project, was present at the event.
Deskovic explained that to avoid these atrocities
in the future, law enforcement must uniformly
record interrogations and have a standardized
evidence system while the quality and abilities
of public legal defense must be improved.
For information about the Innocence Project, visit innocenceproject.org. The Innocence
Project accepts donations through their website
and offers internship opportunities for college
students.

MAINCO to the rescue
BY SABRINA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Baruch may have another
chance at a solution to the frequent
escalator problems in the Newman
Vertical Campus. MAINCO, the
full-service elevator and escalator
company, has teamed up with Baruch to take on the challenge of trying to fix the lagging situation.
When the Vertical Campus was
built, the original contractors installed a “downgraded” version
of escalators to ensure that items
were cost-efficient. Instead of operating at a top quality necessary
for accommodation, the escalators
are a grade below appropriate standards.
According to Carl Aylman, director of student life, the escalators
are subject to constant breakdown
due to specific interferences. For
one, the capacity of the escalators
is limited and when overloading
occurs, the escalators are likely to
shut down. The other issue is that
some escalators run in opposition
to one another, causing an unwanted clashing effect.
“If you notice the escalators that
run from the first to second floors,
they operate better and are more
consistent in functioning. This is
because the escalators were designed in parallel to one another,”
said Aylman.
There was a request for top-ofthe line escalators, but such repair

would cost $6 million.
The Dormitory Authority of the
State of New York originally assigned Infinity as the maintenance
company for Baruch and after five
years of service, it was decided that
a new line of contractors be hired.
Back in the spring, there was a bid
for a new contractor that would be
able to perform all services needed
for repairs. MAINCO was chosen
and deemed the company with
qualified services at an affordable
price.
“There were problems with escalator reliability and we were not
having that much luck with Infinity,” said Jim Lloyd, vice president
of campus maintenance.
MAINCO has serviced the Baruch community for many years
with work done on the 23rd St.
Building but never on the Vertical Campus until now. With their
knowledge of the school’s technicalities, they were able to immediately find unsafe escalators and
shut them down for repairs.
“The new contract for MAINCO
is not yet done due to changes that
still need to be done,” said Lloyd.
“However, MAINCO is still authorized by the General Services in
Albany and this company is being
reimbursed through the old contract,” he said.
“Our only other option besides
the escalators is to have them replaced with stairs,” said Aylman.

KORCAN YURDACAN I THE TICKER

THE TICKER NEWS I PAGE 3

NOVEMBER 17, 2008

Students shocked over penalty fee
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Students feel blindsided by CUNY’s penalty charge for tuition payments by credit card.
While students received an email on July 15 informing them
of the penalty charge that would
take effect on Aug. 1, a number of
student complaints have surfaced.
Those paying out-of-state tuition
are the most vocal as they are forced
to pay higher penalty charges on
their tuition. Anyone that enrolled
last semester received the Bursar
Office’s e-mail regarding the new
policy.
Worse than the 2.65 percent
convenience charge tacked on with
each credit card payment is the
move to stop accepting Visa cards
as payment.
Sophomore Anshal Shah, who
contacted members of Baruch’s
administration, the Undergraduate Student Government and more
than half of the Bursar’s Office to
voice his objections, has yet to receive an answer.
As a result of the fee, Shah was
forced to pay an additional $176.62
with his tuition. He asserts that he
never received any notification
of this additional fee. In a letter to
the administration he said, “[the
Bursar’s office] told [him] that this
same problem has been happening
with many other students.”
“A number of students have
come to me complaining that they
never received any sort of e-mail to
alert them about the change,” said
USG vice president of academic affairs, Aissata Camara.
According to Bursar Office employee Michael DiMarco, the credit
card fee was absorbed by the college until CUNY changed this pol-

EMMANUEL ONYENYILI I THE TICKER

Signs adorn the Bursar Offfice notifying students of the change in credit card payment.
icy.
Baruch accepted Visa until the
contract came up for renegotiation
and the college felt the terms were
unacceptable as they would hurt
certain students. Visa proposed
to switch the credit card fee from
a percentage to a flat rate tacked
on to every credit card payment.
There would be no distinction between students who pay only $20
or $2,000. Students enrolled in programs such as SEEK or the Honors
College would be harshly penalized
as their tuition is largely covered.
“SEEK students, for example,
are students that receive a lot of aid.
They would have to pay $25 even if
they only owe $200, instead of just

two percent,” said DiMarco.
The central offices of CUNY recommended the new policy early
in 2007, and Baruch has spent last
year assessing the cost in relation to
the school’s operating budget.
College of Staten Island was first
to embrace the policy change in
June 2007. Queens College instituted the policy in June; Kingsborough
College, York College and Baruch
College added it in August; and just
recently Brooklyn College adopted
the policy on Sunday, Nov. 2.
New York University, a school
with one of the highest tuitions in
the nation, charges a nearly identical 2.5 percent convenience fee
for credit cards and refuses Visa

charges.
“CUNY doesn’t want the schools
to negotiate this fee because they
don’t want one school to get a two
percent fee and another to get a
four percent fee. The deal that was
negotiated took advantage of a
volume of all 200,000 students in
the CUNY system,” said DiMarco.
“International and out-of-state students who pay would $8,000 a year
for 15-16 credits, the fee is substantial.”
Students who would prefer to
avoid this fee can pay with check,
money order, cash and debit at the
Bursar’s office. Check and money
order can also be mailed in.
Paying by E-check, a type of

electronic payment that deducts a
specified amount from a bank account, is an accepted form of online payment.
After Baruch stopped accepting Visa, USG President Rezwanna
Hoque opted to use the E-Check
method before the start of the semester and considered it an unsuitable alternative.
“Two months into the semester,
I received an e-mail saying that [the
Bursar] had lost my account number and that a stop was being placed
on my record. The only response I
got, after complaining to them, was
that they said that they would review the matter,” said Hoque.

Professor wins big money
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Tansen Sen, a Baruch Asian history and
religions professor, is a member of a team of
scholars that have just won a $525,000 grant
from the Ford Foundation for their project,
“The India-China Knowledge and Capacity
Building Initiative.” This endeavor is under
the supervision of Ashok Gurung, the director of the initiative. The project represents the
joint efforts of L.H.M. Ling and Lopa Banerjee of The New School, Zhao Bo’le of Yunnan
University and He Ping, Suranjan Das and
Hari Vasudevan of the University of Calcutta.
According to the Baruch News Office, “The
project began as a common interest [Sen]
and his colleagues at Queens and Brooklyn
Colleges and The New School University had
on examining the Southern Silk Road, an ancient trading route that linked southwestern
China to eastern India. During World War II,
the road was rebuilt by the American general
Joseph W. Stilwell and became known as the
Stilwell Road. Since it passes through Burma
[now known as Myanmar] it is also known as
the Burma Road. Now, the governments of
India, China, [Myanmar] and Bangladesh are
discussing [a] way to reopen it.”
In addition, the press release explained
that ICKCBI will try to promote the early ties
between southwestern China and eastern India by recruiting two institutions in the areaThe University of Calcutta in Calcutta, India
and the Yunnan University in Kunming,
China. “The initiative will focus primarily on
building a trilateral curriculum of in-class
study and field-based programs.”

Professor Tansen Sen, along with a team of scholars, just won a large grant from the Ford Foundation for their project on the Silk Road.

The press release described the graduatelevel course on India-China that the collaborators will co-design and co-teach, where
“interactions [will] be held simultaneously in
New York, Calcutta and Kunming from 200911. Each year, the course will be followed by
an eight-week, field-based study program
in Kunming and Calcutta where 18 students
[six from each country] will work together on
a broad range of issues including local gov-

ernance and infrastructure, human rights,
economic development, conflict resolution,
environment, etc.”
The article explained that this type of fieldbased experience would facilitate a deeper
understanding of the important issues and
would lay the groundwork for continuing
working relationships. “Another key component of the initiative will follow on widening
access to primary and secondary materials
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on India, China and India-China interactions that were previously available only in
Chinese or Indian languages.”
According to Sen, “My role in the project
is two fold: as a lead faculty, I will take part
in designing the course and giving lectures at
The New School, University of Calcutta and
Yunnan University. Second, I will be responsible for overseeing the translation of part of
the project. Some of these translations will

be used for the course and others for general
readers interested in India-China interactions.”
Sen will be taking a leave of absence in the
beginning of next January as part of a oneyear scholarship incentive award and a visiting research fellowship from the Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, to conduct research in Asia.
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Fee narrowly fails
JHANEEL LOCKHART
STAFF WRITER

The Undergraduate Student
Government held elections from
Nov. 10 - 13 for a referendum that
proposed a $10 increase in student activity fees. Throughout the
week, all undergraduate students
received a number of e-mails with
a link to an online ballot. Signs
were placed strategically around
the school urging students to “Vote
YES.” Despite USG’s efforts, the referendum failed to pass.
According to statistics presented by Director of Student Life Carl
Aylman, 2,357 students voted out
of the 12,853 who received e-mail
announcements,
representing
18.34 percent of the student body
eligible to vote. According to final
polls, 1,041 students voted in favor
of the referendum and 1,299 voted
no while 13 abstained.
If it had passed, the increase

in the student activity fee would
have aided the Health Care Center, which is currently operating at
a deficit and would also give more
money to Baruch’s numerous clubs
and organizations.
“We don’t know what’s going to
happen now,” said Ben Guttmann,
USG’s vice president of legislative
affairs. “Obviously, there’s going to
have to be some general belt-tightening in every area the student activity fee affects, but I don’t know
what the Health Care Center is going to do.”
He also attributed the failure
of the referendum to the fact that
some students feel the activity fee
does not affect them and that as a
result, they should not have to pay
for it. “I think that when [the students] first got the e-mail, the initial knee jerk response was to say
no and unfortunately, we weren’t
able to overcome that.”
When the voting began on Mon-

day, Aylman reported that he received about 100 negative e-mail
responses. Though, the number of
e-mails decreased during the following days, they nevertheless continued to stream in.
The displeasure was also demonstrated on The Ticker website
where a number of readers commented on an opinion piece written by Guttmann about the referendum.
“Not only do I not want this fee
to pass, [but] I could honestly care
less if the clubs are still around or
not. They are all a waste of time in
my opinion,” read one post by a
reader named Alexandra. Another
reader argued that even though
the increase was only $10, it was
still too much when added to other
costs such as books, transportation
and the fees Baruch now charges
for using a credit card to pay for
registration.
This was not USG’s first attempt

to raise the student activity fee.
During the Spring ’09 semester, the
government tried but did not get
enough signatures on the petition
required to call a special election.
This year, the government managed
to secure 1,842 signatures, over 600
more than the minimum requirement allowing President Kathleen
Waldron to approve the referendum for a vote. Unfortunately, that
was as far as they got.
When asked if USG would try
again, Guttmann said, “We might. I
think it’s something that’s definitely
worth revisiting.”
Though disappointed that the
referendum did not pass, Guttmann says he is thankful to everyone who supported the effort and
that he is proud of the work that
USG put into it.
“USG tried it’s hardest, but it
was just a bad climate,” he said.

Pollsters explain Obama’s win
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
race and McCain’s age. An additional issue that
she believed McCain had during the campaign
was the stark contrast between the candidates
and that McCain had no choice but to go negative in his campaigning after experiencing a
backslide in the polls after the peak which occurred directly after the Republican National
Convention.
“McCain’s going negative was completely
understandable and expected,” and that the
only way to garner votes at that point is to pull
the other candidate down, but McCain did not
succeed.
McDermott noted that McCain got nasty, but

not as nasty as he could have been with regard
to Obama’s link to Reverend Jeremiah Wright.
He used Reverend Wright as a question of guilt
by association, as opposed to a question of judgment. That tactic did not work because by then
McCain had chosen Governor Palin as his running mate.
She qualified the statement when she said
that the vice presidential candidates did not
make or break the political campaigns and that
Palin solidified the Evangelical base, which McCain was looking to do. She said that Senator
Biden definitely complimented Obama, because
he did not mind staying in the background, and
his foreign policy experience was a plus for voters.

Aid for
students
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
positive steps to protect students
in this regard,” said Vincent Coffey,
direct loan coordinator.
Like mortgages, student loans
are financed through selling bonds
to private investors. In the past
few months, these investors have
shown little interest in buying
private or federal loans. These
actions by the DOE and Congress
will provide some strength and
faith in these loans that will allow
students to borrow and investors to
buy bonds.
One of the main problems
cited by The New York Times was
that “student lenders have carried
loans made years ago on the books,
unable to sell them.” The Times
also reports that major student
loan lenders such as Citigroup, J.P.
Morgan and Sallie Mae will benefit
the most from this.
Hopefully, the main beneficiaries
of this aid will be students that
are expected to see their tuition
jump due to Gov. Patterson’s latest
budget proposal.

WANT TO KICK OFF A
CAREER IN JOURNALISM?
COVER NEWS AROUND
THE CAMPUS AS IT
DEVELOPS WHILE
HAVING FUN!
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E-MAIL
NEWS@THETICKER.ORG

PAGE 6 I THE TICKER OPINION

Opinion
EDITORIALS

NOVEMBER 17, 2008

Did you know...
The Education Department is spending roughly $130 million this year to track the performance
of schools in New York City, which is increasingly being financed with city dollars. Tell us what
you think at opinions@theticker.org.

POLITICAL CARTOON

MTA DISREGARDS
STUDENT SAFETY
Thousands of Baruch students pour across the 24th St.
and 25th St. intersections on Lexington Avenue at their own
risk.
Since New York University opened their dorms right
around the corner from Baruch College, their buses made
crossing the intersection treacherous as they whip around
corners haphazardly. As the buses are turning, you can see
students scramble out of their path.
Multiply the severity of the situation with the double
length MTA buses honking at students to get out of their way
and you have a nasty situation for any person trying to get to
school.
Within the past three weeks, an NYU student and Baruch
professor were injured after being hit right outside of Baruch. Without proper attention, a Baruch student could easily become the next target for a speeding motorist or a bus
trying to keep its schedule.
MTA and NYU administrators should consider the danger they are posing on students each day and work on routes
and scheduling for these buses in order to decrease the
frequency. As you wait for your Halal food from the cart on
25th St., you could easily watch five to six busses turn that
corner.
Let’s hope that either organization wakes up and changes
something before someone is killed. Let’s hope that we
don’t fall into our usual ways and wait for a tragedy to occur
before we see the need for change.
If you would like to voice your complaints to NYU regarding their buses, fill out this online form at nyu.edu/public.

WELCOME TO THE
RECESSION

CAGLE.COM

YOUR LETTERS
Baruch’s disrespecful staff

The newspaper headlines that all college students were
afraid to see surfaced through New York City this past week:
“Paterson Calls for $5.2 Billion in Budget Savings,” “Governor
Proposes Cuts in Education, Medicare,” “Painful NY Kick In
Cl@$$.” College students have now officially become victims
of the economic recession that was bound to make its way
into the education arena. Paterson’s proposal to increase
tuition is expected to begin in the spring semester. According
to The New York Times, “Students at the State University
and the City University of New York would see tuition
increase $300 in the spring session and $600 next year. Those
increases would largely offset cuts of $348 million in state aid
to the universities over this and next year.” However, NY1 has
reported “the governor’s office has promised that 10 percent
of the tuition increase would return as university funding,
and next year the portion will increase to 20 percent.” In
addition, Paterson is looking to slash $2 billion in spending
and make drastic cuts in public school aid.
There were also reports this past week in The Daily News
“that the MTA’s ballooning budget deficit leaves bus and
subway riders facing the prospect of fares rising to $2.50
or even $3 next summer. The price of weekly and monthly
MetroCards and other fare-paying options are also on track
for increases.”
Those looking for a silver lining in these tuition increases
can point to the fact that their Tuition Assistance Program
(TAP) will not be in jeopardy although it will be covering a
smaller part of tuition.
Times are hard and getting even tougher for college
students. Whether or not we will see many college dropouts
in the next year or so remains to be seen. Certainly, there
are many college students who can’t afford to pay or apply
to private colleges. When you factor in the prices of books,
food and the now proposed increases in transportation and
tuition, college students will be clinging to their piggy banks
and willing to put in those extra hours at work to make ends
meet or simply survive.

On Nov. 10 at about 3 p.m., Mrs.
C, a front office staff member in the
economics department, treated me
in the most disrespectful manner. I
wanted to make an appointment with a
particular professor in that department.
Based on a schedule that I received
from the Weissman School of Arts
and Sciences, that professor meets by
appointment only and does not have
posted office hours.
I politely asked Mrs. C if I could make
an appointment with the professor in
the department. Condescendingly,
she stated that I did not need to make
an appointment to see this professor
and that I should simply look at his
scheduled office hours that were
posted at the front desk. I informed
Mrs. C that based on the information
that I was given, the professor meets
by appointment only and that there
was no indication about the professor’s
office hours.
Upon leaving the office, I informed
Mrs. C that I did not want to be
disrespectful, but that I thought she
should be more courteous to students.
Surprisingly, Mrs. C reacted with an
outburst of laughter. I was flabbergasted
by her behavior and informed her that
her behavior was not funny. Shockingly,
she responded by calling me an idiot.
This statement is an insult to my
character and my intelligence. I am so
disheartened by her comment that it is
affecting my studies. Mrs. C’s attitude
towards me was distasteful. She lacks
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professionalism and is an ill-mannered
individual who needs intensive training
in customer service. Her behavior
is unacceptable and should not be
tolerated by the administration on
campus. As an international student,
I made a lot of sacrifices to attend this
college. Tuition is expensive and I
expect to receive value for my money
from both faculty and staff.
Paula Heywood

USG squanders student money
USG has indeed been squandering
the monies on partying and fun while
allowing the Health Center to run at a
deficit. That happens to be a very efficient system, I suppose, to Mr. Guttmann and his fans. Last weekend, two
leaders from every club participated in
Leadership Weekend. A participation
fee for this event will be reimbursed
from every club’s budget. If one visits
Facebook.com and checks the photos posted by the participants of these
events, there is a greater than 90 percent chance that a randomly chosen
picture is of a partying scene.
As per having more events to benefit
us more, that is highly improbable. The
occurrence of events is not properly
coordinated by USG. The number of
amazing events any student can attend
is already limited by the stupendous
and asinine student administration.

A student activity fee pays for your
Baruch experience. If you choose not to
participate in any of the events on campus, that is your decision. I know that
Baruch is a commuter school, which
means student life is even more important than at a school with dormitories.
Over 160 clubs at Baruch put on amazing events.
They offer free food, awesome networking experiences, guest speakers
and more. Simply saying that you don’t
want to participate isn’t a good enough
reason to end club life for the rest of the
student body. We all pay fees and taxes
in all aspects of our life that are meant
to benefit everyone. That’s how we have
parks, events and programs in our own
communities; you pay for them even if
you don’t use them.
Alexandra, in response to “Why you should
vote to increase the fee”

Letter Policy
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title, if applicable. Letter submissions
should not exceed 250 words. The Ticker
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Political upset fulfills
a promise
Emmanuel Onyenyili
Between 1919 and 1920, the
great racehorse, “Man of War,” won
20 of his 21 races. His only loss was
to a horse named “Upset.” At that
time, the word “upset” was only
used in the context of being upset
with someone or having an upset
stomach. But from that moment
forward, anytime an underdog
defeated a favorite, it was called
an “upset.” Only in sports did we
see true upsets — that was, until
Election Day.
The moment when news
channels proclaimed that candidate
Barack Obama had gained enough
electoral votes to be named
president-elect of the United States,
a historic and unprecedented upset
was fulfilled. Two years ago, when
the freshman senator announced
his candidacy for the highest office
in the land, very few truly believed
that he would be the only candidate
left standing.
When labeled as inexperienced,
Obama simply asked that we
believe not in him, but in our ability
to affect change. We watched
him inspire his supporters and
mobilize a movement of volunteers
not seen in politics. He gave us
permission to believe that anything
is possible and redefined the
meaning of hope. In the process, he
established a new engagement that
was a fundamental paradigm shift
in our country while managing to
initiate the return of civility among
those who had differing beliefs. In
the end, he pulled off a 364 to 163
electoral victory. But that is where
the analogy ends.

On Nov. 4, a significant page
in our nation’s history was turned
as Americans made another huge
stride toward that “more perfect
union.” Consider that in 1872, the
presidential ticket for the equal
rights party was Victoria Woodhull
and Frederick Douglass. Woodhull
ran as the presidential candidate
despite the fact that women
wouldn’t have the right to vote for
another 50 years. Talk about the
audacity of hope! Douglas, a former
slave who became the leading orator
of his time, was Woodhull’s running
mate. Woodhull and Douglass
received a negligible percentage of
the popular vote and no electoral
votes. Nearly 140 years later, we’ve
witnessed the emergence of two
brilliant women who not only
cracked, but shattered that glass
ceiling and made it possible for
every little girl to truly believe that
they can one day be called Madam
President.
Few can dispute that the
presidential office is the most
exclusive club in the world. In 219
years, only 43 men have ascended
to that incredible office. On Jan.
20, it will admit its first AfricanAmerican member and I have no
doubt that in my lifetime, it will
admit its first female member and
many more to follow. Like millions,
I consider myself extremely lucky
to have witnessed that “defining
moment” in our nation’s history.
But the joy I felt that day was
tempered with a grain of sadness as
I recalled my loved ones who I was
unable to share that moment with.

Hoax sends off an
uninspired message
Nabila Owens
On Wednesday, Nov. 12, one day
after Veterans Day, international
pranksters known as “The YesMen” funded and recruited volunteers online to distribute thousands
of free copies of a spoof edition of
The New York Times at busy subway
stations around the city.
The fake version of The New York
Times was dated July 4, 2009, with
the headline “Iraq War Ends.” The
group claims to perform identity
correction by impersonating what
they refer to as big-time criminals
and to target big corporations and
leaders in order to publicly humiliate them. The New York Times itself
took a stand on the issue in an article, and Alex S. Jones, a former
Times reporter, said of the fake issue, “It will probably be a collector’s
item. I’m just glad someone thinks
The New York Times print edition
is worthy of an elaborate hoax ...
creating a print newspaper and
handing it out at subway stations?
That takes a lot of effort.” He added,
“I consider this a gigantic compliment to The Times.”
Despite the publicity, their attempt of providing a hopeful and
idealistic social message did not
quite work; it just was not that
hopeful or rational after all. A headline such as “Iraq War Ends” can
definitely grab one’s attention.
Such a peculiar headline was
not the only surprise in this socalled special issue. As opposed
to the actual Times motto “All the
news that’s fit to print,” in this fictional issue the motto was “All the
news we hope to print.” This issue
drew the attention of many readers
all over the city.
The end of the fictional Iraq war
headline sure brought some hope
to military families. It is obvious
that speaking cost effectively, there

would be a domestic economy
boom and many military families
would be dispersed and relieved to
know their soldiers are home safe
and sound. But what about the war
in Afghanistan? Is that article proposing that soldiers should simply
be allocated from Iraq straight to
Afghanistan? Would that instantly
solve the problem military families
face during war times and the possibility of losing loved ones?
On the other hand, this prank
issue is not all fuzzy and warm.
An article in the fictional business
section titled “Public Relations industry forecasts a series of massive
layoffs,” claims that the public relations industry should be held partially responsible for the Iraq war.
The article argues that the public relations industry contributed
with Army slogans such as “Army
strong,” and “Be all you can be.”
However, it is fair to say that this is
logical. In the fictional article titled
“Harvard will shut business school
doors,” the author states that the
school will be renamed The Harvard School of Integrity. The article
says that students will receive Masters degrees in integrity and compassion, or “MICs.”
Many of the articles in this issue
bring a sense of overall hope for
this nation but concerns do come
to our attention. Unanswered questions, such as what will happen to
all military families and soldiers
once they are brought home, solutions for post-war problems and
whether or not programs for veterans will be created, have not been
fully addressed. The relevance of
such issues should not be taken
lightly by the next administration
or by American society. Its message
may have been somewhat hopeful
but not that hopeful after all.
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Stock market fun fact:
There are 2,764 listed securities on the exchange. It is the fourth largest in terms of listings
behind the Bombay Stock Exchange, the London Stock Exchange and the NASDAQ.

Baruch’s dynamic duo talk jobs
BY FRANK MARZULLO
SENIOR STAFF WRIITER

The Executives On Campus Program, through its Job$mart Career
Hour, continued its track record
of bringing interesting executives
from the business, government and
nonprofit sectors to campus. The
professionals chosen for each week
are usually from two different companies from a particular sector. The
series recently surprised students
with a dynamic duo featuring panelists from one private equity firm.
Harvey Mallement and Harvey
Wertheim, 1962 Baruch College
graduates and fraternity brothers turned certified public accountants, teamed up to co-found
Harvest Partners in 1981 and have
reaped the exciting benefits and
profit ever since. The firm’s name
comes from each individual’s first
name emphasizing the pairs’ effortless camaraderie. Harvest Partners,
a mid-market private equity firm,
invests in North American industrials, business services and retail
companies with transactions that
range from $100 to $600 million.
Mallement started by reflecting
on the evolution of the term “private equity.”
“It didn’t exist in 1981 or earlier.
It was ‘venture capital,’” Mallement
said, “Venture capital is high-tech
and private equity is everything
else.”
The focus of the discussion
quickly turned to explore ways of
getting into the private equity industry and the job prospects within
the field. Wertheim outlined three
options. The first was described as
“the quintessentially perfect place”
to start, which is obtaining an analyst training program position at
a bank. Unfortunately, there are
fewer banks today, so the market
is more competitive. Once a training position is obtained, Wertheim
urged students to obtain an MBA,
which requires a pre-requisite of

three to five years of experience.
One can also segue into the private
equity industry through “a major
consulting firm, [which is] a broader way to go.” The third route discussed by Wertheim actually forces
students to directly interact with
the industry. He said, “You can appeal by being more attractive as an
‘operating person.’” Wertheim also
marked that “we choose from a
large breadth of candidates and it’s
very difficult to crack unless there’s
an overwhelming quality. [If there
is] no MBA, we don’t hire.” Mallement, who was in Colin Powell’s
CCNY ROTC unit, holds a CCNY
MBA.
As one might expect, staying
afloat in such a dynamic field requires specialized reading material
to keep you informed. Mallement
recommended reading “The Daily
Deal,” “Buyout” or “Private Equity
Analyst.” When asked about Harvest
Partner’s interview process and the
skills the firm looks for, the partners
highlighted traits that showcase intelligence and talent. He addressed
the importance of “great academic
credentials [including] a high undergraduate GPA.” Mallement was
more frank and said, “We put them
through a case study, a real, live
study.” Mallement also said, “Guys
that solve the problem the best are
determinative.” He added, “The
things people do at 25 I couldn’t
do until I was 40. The industry is so
much more sophisticated.”
Wertheim said, “Computer skills
need to be near-perfect, and if it’s
not, don’t even go to the interview.”
He also emphasized the importance of accounting skills. To gauge
the audience, he took a quick poll
asking, “How many of you have had
two basic accounting classes?” The
ensuing scene looked like a holdup in progress. “We’ve had philosophy majors in top MBAs. They can’t
read a balance sheet. That’s pretty
bad.”
When discussing the evaluation
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Harvey Mallement and Harvey Wertheim, 1962 Baruch College graduates and co founders of harvest capital
of companies, Mallement emphasized that, “No single fact is more
important than management.” He
expanded on this point with an
example. “We saw a company with
seven subsidiaries in seven countries led by a marketing guy. We
knew that we could get it cheap.
[But] we needed a CEO who could
run U.S. operations or we’d lose it.
The guy running worldwide operations acquiesced and we made
seven times our money.” Wertheim
also shared his views on competent managerial vision. “We never
bought a company and threw everybody out. But we control the
board. We have to have the ability
to effectuate some change.”
Private equity is currently in a
dormant, transitional state. “There
are very, very few deals now,” Mallement said. “No lending, for all
intents and purposes. We think the
leverage window will open up in
January. We haven’t done a new

deal in 13 months. There’s a retrenching. Allocations have gone
down.”
Corporations are definitely not
in a better position. “Most businesses are in decline. We can’t do
it [a deal] unless we see the turn
coming,” said Mallement. One way
that Harvest has been able to minimize its exposure to the recession
has been through excellent forecasting skills. Mallement said that
“2003 and 2004 [were] fabulous for
us [because] we caught the end of
the curve.” Wertheim had a slightly
different view on the firm’s position
in relation to economic changes
stating, “Disregard the cycles. The
average holding period for us is
three to seven years, and in venture
capital firms, five to 10 years.”
Given current conditions, the
founders alluded to the notion that
“private equity is now looking into
the syndicated bank loan marketplace,” Mallement, “The yields are

in mid-teens plus. They’re redeploying capital efficiently.”
He was realistic about the short
term, asserting that the “government equitization of big banks is
starting to work its way in. Dec. 31
is the key witching hour for their annual reports. Then they can loosen
the credit they put out.”
For students entering the private
equity industry, understanding
what will be expected is extremely
important. The partners addressed
this issue, noting that first-year analysts would be No. 3 or 4 on a deal
team, which usually consists of a
partner, a principal and a senior
associate. First-year analysts can
also expect to be doing spreadsheet
modeling, research, visiting management, doing due diligence and
legal documentation. Wertheim
noted that analysts would never
be bored and stated that the workload for first-year analysts is very
diverse.

Improving networking skills
BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR

<Transfer students
learn the art of building
professional relationships

EMMANUEL ONYENYILI I THE TICKER

Diane Baranello practices a firm hand shake and correct body posture with a student.
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Students and professionals engage in a networking session.

Executives on Campus and the Starr Career Center,
hosted a Business Networking Session in the Subotnick trading floor on Tuesday, Nov. 11 with the aim of
helping students improve their networking skills. Held
exclusively for transfer students, the session was led by
Diane Baranello, a former vice president and global
training director for Citigroup Private Bank and an experienced training and development professional with
over 25 years of training and management experience.
Baranello first clarified that networking is not going
to an event, meeting as many people as possible and
getting as many business cards as possible. According
to Baranello, networking is about doing your homework ahead of time and knowing who will be at the
event, their company and what they do.
She advised targeting those who are most important for your career, setting goals for what you want to
accomplish during the event, preparing your personal
pitch and listening when others speak. In addition, students should learn to understand networking as creating personal relationships with those who can help
them build their career in the direction of their dream.
A great first impression is crucial when networking
and to help students feel comfortable with this notion,
Baranello advised that students look at networking as
a little bit of theater and being on stage. She offered a

couple tips to help enhance a stage presence. This includes smiling in order to project a welcoming face,
having a good posture, making eye contact and having a firm handshake. Students should also mention
their personal and professional qualities, highlight key
strengths and prepare to discuss three accomplishments.
After the session, students were given an opportunity to practice their newly acquired networking skills
with a number of professionals involved with the EOC
program. Among the professionals present were Stanley Back, a founding principal of SDB Human Resource
Partners, Geoffrey Milton, a Partner at Capital Investment Solutions LLC since 2004, Jeanne Byington, president and founder of JM Byington & Associates, Inc.,
Frank Manzi, a vice president within internal controls
for the Omnicom Group, Yvette Donato, a residential
broker at Warburg Realty, Wynn J. Salisch, a veteran of
entertainment, media and hospitality, Saul Waring, a
member of the Weizmann Institute of Science Board
of Governors, Ed Sermier, vice president of CCNY, and
Norman Brust, a member of Baruch’s marketing committee.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ten Networking tips provided by the executives:
Wear your name tag on the right
Carry tissues with you for sweaty hands
Make sure your hands are clean
Buy a moist wipe
Buy “Shout Out” or a quick tool to clean your
clothes in case of spillage
Buy mints
Carry a nice-looking pen
Carry a pad and paper
Always ask for a business card
Buy custom-made (online) business cards
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Straight talk from the street’s best
BY ALICE FONG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

During the Fourth Annual Careers on Wall
Street Panel, held on Thursday, Nov. 6, students
had the privilege of hearing from four executives
who spoke about their experiences in the financial services industry, their daily schedules and
the qualities they look for in job applicants.
Michael Dick, an Equity and REITs trader at
Barclays Capital, graduated from Lehigh University in 2005. He obtained an interview at Merrill
Lynch through a friend and segued from a back
office internship to a front office position. He
soon joined Lehman Brothers and now works at
Barclays Capital. Dick trades individual stocks,
REITs and real estate investment trusts.
David Lazarus, a managing director at Barclays Capital, advises public and private real
estate companies and helps them access capital
markets. Lazarus landed his job as a third-year
analyst at Lehman Brothers through networking. He worked there for 12 years before making
the transition to Barclays Capital.
Tobias M. Levkovich is a managing director
and chief U.S. equity strategist for Citi Investment Research. He assesses the direction of the
market and compiles a list of investments that
he expects to appreciate in value.
Mark McAllister is a managing director and
partner at High Rise Capital Management, L.P.,
a hedge fund. He is responsible for non-traditional public market real estate investments in
specific sectors. He has 20 years of experience
in real estate and securities investments and is a
chartered financial analyst.
Although each professional works on Wall
Street, they all have very distinct job responsibilities. Dick is concerned with minute fluctuations in the stock market during trading hours.
He works primarily on the trading floor. Lazarus
is more concerned with overall market trends
and spends most of his time seeing clients.
Levkovich conducts research with his analyst
team. He travels for weeks at a time to meet with
clients. McAllister’s time is spent exclusively on
research and building financial models. Each

BY ROWHAN BAPTISTE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Wall Street Careers panelist share their thoughts with students.
panel member’s daily schedule also varies. For
example, Dick, who describes trading as “kind of
like taking a math test in a gun fight,” starts work
at 6 a.m. and ends at 6 p.m. But McAllister, who
is a partner at his firm, has a varying schedule.
The professionals all agreed that arrogance
and entitlement are huge turn offs when searching for new employees. They also specified the
skill sets and personality traits that they look
for in new employees. They include intellectual
curiosity, humility, employees who want responsibility, take initiative, are willing to go the
extra mile and are passionate about the financial markets. Levkovich added, “No one from a
privileged background” to his list. Lazarus commented that he values those who have opinions
and stressed that 75 percent of the job at the entry level is attitude and effort, which he admits is
always hard to judge in an interview. The panelist emphasized that there’s nothing more flatter-

ing during an interview than knowing the firm
you wish to work for.
The panelists also advised students on the
tough circumstances on Wall Street and fallback jobs that can lead students back into the
financial industry once the dust settles. Lazarus
highlighted accounting skills as critically important and difficult to acquire because it can only
be obtained via education or experience. He
advised students to consider positions that will
give them experience in the accounting field.
Levkovich recommended companies with large
and meaningful financial subsidiaries such as
General Motors or Ford. Dick advised that students should continue to read and stay dedicated to what they’ve learned and always keep
up with events occurring in the market until the
market revives itself.

PANEL DISCUSSION

Creating a path to success in business
BY KEMBA FRANCIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In times of economic hardship
it is essential for the graduates of
the class of ’09 to prepare and obtain knowledge like never before.
At this point in time, nothing is
predictable and that can make
many people nervous and fearful
of success. On Oct. 29 in Baruch
College’s 23rd St. Building, three
speakers took time out of their
busy schedules to speak to us future graduates about the things
we can do today to be successful
tomorrow.
Many students preoccupy their
minds with the thought of graduation or the fear of unemployment.
Andrew L. Kaplan, executive vice
president of New York Community Bancorp, advised students on
how to prepare for full-time jobs
out of college.
Kaplan said, “Don’t be afraid
to be yourself. It is important to
be confident and not fearful. Life
is on a linear course. Be a linear
thinker and understand what the
next step is.”
As a note to future graduates,
it is essential that you continue
to be yourself and believe in your
dreams. Don’t approach anything
with fear and you will succeed.
Effective leadership is an important aspect of success for Natalie Santiago, director of business
analysis and communication at
Citi Smith Barney. Santigao obtained her B.S. in international
marketing here at Baruch College.
Working for Citi Smith Barney,
Santiago has overcome a lot and
has learned a lot along the way.
As a leader, she believes that
each person has a responsibility
to work to their fullest potential
and that motivating people and
making them feel as though they

Business
program one
of the best
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Students from Professor Abe Tawil’s class speak with Andrew Kaplin on success.

“Don’t be afraid to be
yourself. It is important
to be confident and
not fearful. Life is on a
linear course. Be a linear
thinker and understand
what the next step is.”
- Andrew L. Kaplan
Executive vice president of New York Bank Corp.

are part of a team produces better work quality. Agreeing with
Santiago, Kaplan emphasized the
importance of being a leader and
using the role to help your team
succeed.
After graduation, students
must step up and strive to gain
more leadership roles. Leadership
roles incorporate self-management skills that encourage students to take risks, but also stay
true to their goals. These managerial roles will also help students
define personal and career goals,
helping them stay on track.
Sandra Vecera, director of Institutional Client Group at Citi
Smith Barney, keeps her personal
goals aside from her career goals.

Vecera said, “It is important to
have an objective and know what
you want to accomplish.”
Vecera graduated from Baruch
College with a B.S. in computer
science. Santiago and Kaplan
add that it is important to make
ascertainable goals for yourself
and know that throughout life,
self-management causes you to
continuously evolve and adapt to
your environment.
Panel Discussion is a series
written by students in Professor
Abe Tawil’s MGT 3121 class. Students are charged with the responsibility of inviting professionals on
campus to discuss a managementrelated subject.

This past September the Princeton Review, working in conjunction with Entrepreneur Magazine,
surveyed the top 25 graduate and
top 25 undergraduate programs for
entrepreneurship. Baruch College
landed a spot on the top 25 list out
of 2,300 surveyed schools for graduate entrepreneurship programs. The
Princeton Review’s latest assessment marks Baruch’s sixth annual
appearance and examines Baruch’s
academic program requirements
and the contacts available for students and faculty members.
Baruch’s success on being
ranked 25th can be attributed to
the Lawrence N. Field fellowship.
Due to generous donations, Baruch
is able to supply services to aspiring
entrepreneurs through educational
programs, consulting services and
networking opportunities. The
Field Center also provides internships for students in the Zicklin
BBA program making the fellowship a driving force in the business

world.
The program’s advisor for the
past five years, Monica Dean, mentioned in an interview that before
this program, entrepreneurship
at Baruch was an underrated field
compared to finance and accounting. She said, “Entrepreneurship is
a new discipline that is continuing
to grow fierce.” In the last 20 years
entrepreneurship has become a
competitive field and a contender
in academic standing. Baruch College has 75 graduates and 400 undergraduates on average who major in entrepreneurship each year.
Funding has also played a crucial role to Baruch’s recent success.
The Field family’s contribution and
commitment to Baruch’s entrepreneur program has allowed the center to grow extensively. Last year,
the Field family gave $10 million to
the program to help provide more
services. Dean added, “If it weren’t
for their involvement, I don’t think
we would be getting ranked.”
Their generous contributions
have allowed the entrepreneurship
program to flourish, giving students
a new degree to pursue. With these
donations more research and networking opportunities with other
colleges like Bapsin College are
being created. The program also
works with GEM research as well
as the creation of new programs
for both faculty and alumni to help
budding entrepreneurs prepare for
the real world.
A maturing commodity coming
out of the entrepreneurship program is the Entrepreneurial Society.
This club is completely run by students and works with the Field Center. This club invites guest speakers,
hosts workshops and helps aspiring
business majors, owners of small
businesses and students who want
to take part in the Merrill Lynch
competition succeed. The club also
provides opportunities for students
and faculty members to network
and make lasting personal connections. Dean also stressed the fact
that the Lawrence Field center acts
as an interactive medium for students to gain experience and learn,
making the center an incredible asset to Baruch.
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Baruch.ru debuts
with Russia focus

CAREER CORNER:
INTERVIEW FEEDBACK
BY SUSANA GOMEZ
STARR CDC CORRESPONDENT

JACK JEFFRIES I THE TICKER

Baruch.ru is a newly formed club at Baruch.
BY SOFIYA DENISOVA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Thursday, Nov. 6, a newly
formed student organization, Baruch.ru, held its first inaugural
event. The event was designed to
identify Russia as an emerging market, to interpret Russia’s economy
and describe the role Russia plays
in the world today. James Upton,
an executive director at Morgan
Stanley’s Investment Management
branch, was the keynote speaker.
Upton spoke about Russia’s role in
the global market economy in the
last two decades and the nation’s
current status relating to the de-

cline in oil production since April.
Upton cited inflation and the global credit crisis as causes of Russia’s
recent financial difficulties.
Baruch.ru is aimed at people of
Russian origin and all those interested in Russian politics, economy,
culture and arts. Considering that
the Russian-speaking community at Baruch constitutes one of
its largest minorities, the Baruch.
ru’s founders believe that it was
important to have an organization
that can provide students with current information from Russia about
Russia. The club seeks to promote
an objective view of today’s Russia.

The importance of interview
feedback is often overlooked by
students searching for a job. Few
request feedback and often miss
a valuable chance to gain insights
into their suitability for a particular role. When feedback is offered
to you in a non-judgmental way,
it can help you make adjustments that will help you improve
your character and increase your
chances of getting a job offer at
your next interview.
Requesting post-interview follow-ups also demonstrate high
levels of enthusiasm as well as
professionalism. In short, you
should definitely ask for comments, but before you pick up
the phone and call your potential
workplace, there are some ways
to ask artfully. Here is our advice:
1. Begin with yourself.
Think about the questions you
were asked and your responses.
Be honest with yourself. Which
areas still needed to be polished?
Remember that the main areas
employers evaluate are your interviewing style, your attire, your
level of preparedness, the quality of your answers and how well
your answers matched the job requirements.
2. Ask your peers.
Seek out the eyes and ears of
a friend or someone who will be
honest with you. Role-play the
interview and share the questions

that most intrigued you. Listen to
their comments. Don’t be defensive and take notes. You may hear
different comments that can help
you in the future. For example,
they might say you weren’t specific enough or didn’t sound very
interested. Make sure to work on
these points.
3. Ask the interviewers.
If you receive a phone call notifying that you were not selected,
ask for feedback during the call.
If you receive an e-mail or letter,
ask for feedback within 24 hours.
Make sure to reply via e-mail or
call. Be polite and tell the interviewer that you would appreciate
some constructive advice. Make
sure your request does not sound
threatening.
Ask how you can improve,
what your weak areas were and
if the interviewer has any advice
for you. For example, one of your
questions could address how to
seem more lively during an interview. Other questions should
gravitate around characteristics
that are highly desirable to employers, such as communication
skills, ability to get along well with
co-workers and dedication.
The next step is taking in answers that you did not expect to
get.
Don’t take offense or become
argumentative if you don’t agree
with the interviewer’s assessment
of your performance. The key is
to listen carefully. If something
doesn’t make sense, ask for clarification or a specific example, but

don’t get defensive.
Once you have the feedback,
be sure to work on whatever it
was that held you back during
your first attempt. If you were told
you seemed disinterested, you
know that next time you’ll need to
show more enthusiasm.
Whatever the reasons that
were given, whether true weaknesses or inaccurate perceptions
based on your failure to successfully communicate your strengths,
use the criticism to better prepare
for your next job interview and
get the job.
4. Obtain a professional evaluation.
You can come to the Starr Career Development Center to discuss your recent interviews with
a counselor. If you have recently
had an On Campus Recruiting
interview, you can also sign up to
discuss your experience and obtain personally tailored guidance
for your particular needs.
Marty Ross, a retired business
executive with extensive expertise in recruitment feedback, will
provide encouragement and tips
on how to improve your interviewing performance. Students
have found his approach to be
very useful.
You can expect to receive feedback starting the moment you
shake hands, all the way through
to learning how an interviewer’s
mind works. Appointments are
available for Wednesdays from
noon to 3 p.m.
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USG stepping up to party platform
BY JHANEEL LOCKHART
STAFF WRITER

The campus buzzed with energy
last April as presidential candidates
and their parties campaigned for
spots in the Undergraduate Student
Government.
The One Baruch Party, with Rezwana Hoque running as president,
emerged victoriously, and now,
three months into the school year,
the group is starting to tackle issues.
For most of September and
October, USG found itself busied
with the task of filling vacant seats
which, according to Hoque, was
one of their biggest challenges
when they first took office. According to Hoque, many members
faced schedule issues because of
other pressing commitments and
resigned.
Director of Student Life Carl Aylman explained that “they had a total of seven vacancies out of about
13 or 14 seats, leaving about half of
the senate to be filled. However, I
believe that they’ve completed that
process as of last week.”
Since filling these positions,
USG is now turning their attention to platform promises they had
made during their campaign.
During the electon, Hoque listed
the need for student space as one
of the most important issues to be
addressed. The area designated for
clubs is limited and as a result, only
a small number of student clubs
have been able to utilize the space.
So far, not much has been done to
change this issue.
“Right now, nothing can be
done,” said Hoque. “But in the
long run, as the facilities commit-

YELENA KOZACHKOVA I THE TICKER

President of USG Rezwana Hoque (center) said improving student space and school spirit tops her to-do list this semester.
tee works on setting the direction
for the 17 Lexington Building, we
could request more space for the
clubs.”
In an effort to further assist
clubs, Hoque has voiced concerns
that clubs are unable to use the
conference rooms located on the
7th and 14th floors of the Library
Building and that they have instead
been rented out to outside companies.
“It felt like student interest was
put last and revenue was valued
more,” Hoque said.
Vice President of Student Development, Ben Corpus has acknowledged the issue at hand so clubs
and organizations may be able to
expect more accessibility to the

conference rooms.
Hoque also told the Ticker in
March that she would work toward
improving student spirits and communication, as well as turning Baruch greener.
“I think we’re getting into that
right now,” Hoque said regarding
improvements in student life.
She mentioned plans for a multicultural dinner that would be
open to the entire Baruch community and would “address the diversity in Baruch” while focusing on
issues such as racism, sexism and
religion.
There are also plans to host
two Thinkfast competitions next
year, competitions that test teams’
knowledge in a given subject.

“School spirit is at the top of our
agenda for the spring semester,”
Hoque explained.
With regards to communication,
Benjamin Guttmann, vice president of legislative affairs, said USG
has already gotten started.
Earlier this year, they created
Baruchproblems.com, a website
that provides a medium for Baruch
students to submit any issues they
might be having.
“We’ve also had club round tables and town hall [meetings] and
we’re making more of an effort to
reach out [more] than ever before,”
Guttmann said.
He also said that he would like
to work on more green initiatives
this year.

Print’s face changing with the times

“We haven’t really gotten the
ball rolling on that but we’re going
to start working on it in the next
month or so, or in the next semester, when there’s a sustainability
committee which I will be sitting
on, along with another senator,”
Guttmann explained.
Aylman feels that current USG
members have “gotten off to a good
start.”
“They have followed through in
trying to reach out to clubs. They
also had a town hall meeting last
week to try to reach out to people.
So, I think they’ve made steps to
build coalitions or at least try to
build coalitions,” he explained.
However, he stressed the fact
that they have only been in office for a short time. “It’s still very
early in the year to determine what
they’ve done,” he concluded.
Though Aylman speaks well
about USG, it seems that some students don’t share his opinion.
“I don’t know anything about
[USG]. I know they exist somewhere — they do something, like
raise money with their little brownies,” said Howard Nedrick, an economics major. “To me, it’s like they
don’t exist. I haven’t seen anything
in the e-mails saying [that] USG has
helped us do this or that.”
Hoque knows that USG has a
bad reputation among some students.
“We try to take on as much as
possible. It’s only 20 people and
we try to work as hard as we can.
And either you make some people
happy or you don’t,” she explained.
“You just know if you’re doing
something right or wrong ... and we
all have that kind of philosophy.”

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES

BY SABRINA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

The day after Barack Obama
was elected president of the United
States, many New Yorkers scrambled to obtain a copy of any major city newspaper documenting
the historic moment. But by midmorning, all newspapers were sold
out, leaving stands empty and eerily desolate.
The New York Times, among
some major national newspapers,
went to press again, printing out
50,000 extra copies which once
more quickly disappeared.
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With the recent downsizing of
newspapers across the nation, there
was speculation that the newspaper would soon reach its demise. It
would eventually become extinct,
replaced by the free, easily accessible internet.
In September 2007, The New
York Times made their online conent available free of charge, encouraging more website readers
and less subscriptions. Last March,
the paper saw a 3.9 percent drop in
daily newspaper circulation.
The New York Sun, a paper that
ran strongly for seven years, had no
choice but to cease publication on
Sept. 30 due to financial demands
that were not met.
Last month, The Star-Ledger of
Newark, New Jersey announced
that it would cut its newsroom staff
by 40 percent by the year’s end, one
of the largest reductions in a single
move, according to The New York
Times.
The New York Times also
reported that New Jersey’s
largest newspaper would lose
about $40 million this year
alone as print advertising
sharply declined.
Newspaper sales fell in
the spring and summer
almost five percent
from 2007, according
to the Audit Bureau
of Circulations. Magazine readership numbers are also down
this year, with a 6.3
percent sales drop at
newsstands in the first
half of the year.

Fashion magazines like Allure and Vogue saw a sharp drop
in newsstand sales between 2007
and 2008 by 9.3 percent and 14.8
percent, respectively. Maxim, the
popular men’s magazine, fell 11.7
percent, according to the Audit Bureau.
It’s been the same story for
newspapers across the nation as
more people turn to the internet for
their daily news scoop. Just recently, The Christian Science Monitor,
reported that they will no longer be
circulating issues throughout United States mail but will switch to the
internet platform, which reported
1.5 million views per month.
“I’d hope that there would always be the printed newspaper. It’s
hard to predict what would happen because the industry is still
trying to figure out how the new
news models will fit with the old,”
said Vera Haller, a Baruch professor
who teaches multimedia reporting
under the newly independent journalism department.
Along with traditional newspaper reporting, Haller teaches how
to write and produce blogs. She
recently told her class that knowing
HTML, how to create slideshows
and videos are advantageous skills
in the field of journalism, which
is reinventing itself in response to
new technology.
“Young journalists need to be
prepared to work not just in print
but also in other media,” she explained.
Haller said that the blogging
industry will not swallow up news
jobs. She later went on to say that,

regardless of the format on which
news is being presented, it still
needs to be reported. Online-only
news publications, such as The
Huffington Post and Slate Magazine, may be able to report the
same quality of news just as well as
any print publication.
Despite this possibility, more
people today read the content produced by daily newspapers than
any other time in years, according
to Journalism.org. Not everyone is
bothered by these statistics.
“I don’t think the paper will ever
go away,” said Boris Musheyev, an
accounting major at Baruch. “People depend on [newspapers] to
read in the subways and they’ve got
used to the free papers. Unless they
all decide to go green, the paper’s
here to stay.”
AmNewYork, one of the free
circulating newspapers in the city,
recently reached its five year mark
and has reported that they have
grown in pages, readers and advertisers, a statistic that confirms that
people still do read newspapers despite reports of tumbling revenues.
“I think there is an authority
and finality, a sort of last word that
comes from the printed edition of
the newspaper,” said Steve Hills,
president and general manager of
the Washington Post, in the Nov.
5 Los Angeles Times article after
Obama’s win.
“What it really shows is there’s a
unique value to print,” Hills said in
a CNN.com article. “It’s the ability
to look at the whole thing and have
a piece of history in your hands.”

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In the late
19th century,
French writer
Marcel Proust
popularized
the pastime
of answering
s e v e r a l
questions that ROSLYN BERNSTEIN
were meant Journalism professor
to reveal the
preferences of the person.
This issue’s interviewee is
Professor Roslyn Bernstein
of the journalism and writing
professions department and
director of the Harman Writerin-Residence Program.
Who are your favorite authors? Poets: William Carlos
Williams, Yehudah Amichai;
Novelists: Jane Austen, George
Eliot, Laurie Moore, Chimamanda Adichie.
What is your most obvious
characteristic? Compulsively
creative.
What do you consider the
most overrated virtue?
Silence.
If you could choose an object
to come back as, what would
it be? A Parker pen.
What is your least favorite
word? Interesting.
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Recent findings suggest:
According to the Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, women who have
recurring migraine headaches are less likely to develop cancer than women who do not.

Seeking pleasure from pain
BY MEHRAN GAFFARSAMAR

Cancer
genome
sequenced

STAFF WRITER

BY ALEX KUSHNEROV
New research indicates that bullies don’t exactly use aggressive behavior as a bulwark for
their own insecurities. Researchers at the University of Chicago have conclusively demonstrated that bullies often derive pleasure from
watching others in pain.
The study used functional magnetic resonance imaging scans, also known as fMRIs, that
allow scientists to view the specific parts of an
individual’s brain experiencing increased blood
flow and neural activity. From this, they determine which parts of the brain are stimulated
when an aggressive youth watched videos of
others in pain.
The study was led by Jean Decety, a professor
of psychology and psychiatry at the University of
Chicago.
The fMRIs taken at the University of Chicago
indicated that the reward centers of the brain
consistently received more blood flow when a
youth diagnosed with an aggressive conduct
disorder was shown a clip depicting a person
subjected to pain.
The experiment was also conducted with
children who showed no signs of aggressive
behavior. When these children were shown the
same clips, three sets of neural patterns activated in their brains.
The first set demonstrated empathy for the
suffering individuals. The second set was in the
areas of the brain responsible for understanding social interactions and moral reasoning. The
third set showed activity in the same set of neural patterns triggered in the minds of the filmed
individuals.
The amygdala and the ventral striatum received increased blood flow in aggressive adolescents when they watched the test images. The
amygdala is an almond shaped group of neurons
charged with processing emotional reactions.

Tiny cells
pack ton
of sun
BY YAN DAVYDOV
STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 6, Xiaomei Jiang and
fellow researchers at the University of South Florida revealed their
success in generating as much as
11 volts of power from some of the
tiniest solar cells ever made.
The miniscule solar cells, each
no bigger than one-fourth of a centimeter, were originally created to
generate power for a microscopic
chemical leak detector that Jiang
and her team are currently working on.
The tiny solar cells that Jiang
and researchers produced are
made from a carbon and hydrogen-based polymer that maintains
the electrical properties of fragile
silicon wafers used in conventional
solar cells with the added property
of flexibility.
In an article featured in Reuters,
Jiang said, “They could be sprayed
on any surface that is exposed
to sunlight — a uniform, a car, a
house … Because it is in a solution,
you can design a special spray gun
where you can control the size and
thickness. You could produce a
paste and brush it on.”
Jiang hopes that the cells will
produce 15 watts of power or more
by the end of the year.
At this point, the cells are not yet
practical for commercial use, but as
they may hold even more potential
than existing solar cells and panels,
Jiang’s tiny solar cells are something to keep an eye on.

STAFF WRITER

ILLUSTRATION BY KORCAN YURDACAN

The ventral striatum plays an important role in
reward-related behavior.
The theory that certain aggressive behavior
can be hard-wired raises a number of questions.
Some behaviors and instincts are undoubtedly
innate but neurological proof of joy rooted in
others’ pain is different.
The research conducted at the University of
Chicago proved that some children respond to
aggression differently. The findings don’t fully

answer the question of whether bullies are born
or made. Either way, a child can come to enjoy
the sight of someone writhing in pain.
As neuroscience advances, it is likely cognitive psychology and neurophysiology will benefit as a result. Full results of the scientific study,
“Atypical Empathetic Responses in Adolescents
with Aggressive Conduct Disorder: A functional
MRI Investigation” is in the November issue of
Biological Psychology.

New iconic bionic hand
BY DANIEL ARCOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Hooks, claws and other
grappling devices meant for
the disabled are one step
closer to becoming a thing of
the past, thanks to a newly released bionic hand, referred
to as the i-LIMB Hand.
Created by Touch Bionics, a Scottish company,
Time Magazine has officially rated this commercial product as one of the
best inventions of 2008
alongside other innovations such as the Wi-Fi SD
card and the new multimedia
website, Hulu.com.
This mechanical breakthrough is the product of decades of research. The model
was first created in the 1960s
to help treat children with
limb deformities caused by
Thalidomide, a dangerous
sedative prescribed to pregnant women to abate morning sickness.
After over 40 years and several technical updates, it has
now become a modern marvel.
“Since we launched it in July
2007, over 200 patients have been
fitted with it all over the world,” said
Touch Bionics CEO Stuart Mead,
according to BBC News. “The iLIMB Hand is one of the most compelling devices in the world prosthetics market.”
The mechanics of the device are
nothing short of ingenious. Within
each prosthetic finger lies a motor
that gives it life-like bending capabilities.

In order to operate the i-LIMB, sensors are placed inside
the
custom-made
prosthetic piece
that connects
the bionic

TECHNIZZEL.COM

hand to the amputated portion of
the arm.
With the proper movement of
muscles, the set of sensors allow
full control of the hand to move
and grip objects. Different settings
can be applied to the device to hold
large objects such as coffee mugs
or narrow objects such as credit
cards.
This invention has the
potential to change the
lives of millions affected by various
limb degenerative
diseases and injuries. Although the
experience of using
this bionic hand can
never match that of
a real hand, people
have the potential to
once again be able
to carry on with their
lives independently,
similar to their lives
pre-amputation.
This invention is the beginning of what will revolutionize the field of bionic
limbs. Touch Bionics is now
working on a product that
will allow users to control
each of the five fingers individually. Beyond that, separate movement of the wrist
and a full bionic arm are also
in the works.
As our technologically savvy
world continues to advance itself,
so will these machines. It is hoped
that these innovations will be
applied to other parts of the
body, making the term “physical
disability” obsolete.

For the first time, scientists have
mapped out a complete cancer genome which was sequenced from a
woman who has an acute myeloid
leukemia tumor.
AML is a very aggressive cancer
that starts in the bone marrow and
spreads to different organs by mutating other types of cells. Because
of this complete cancer genome
sequence, is a major achievement
because it puts scientists one step
closer to more effective treatments
and, perhaps, even a cure for cancer.
The project was lead by the Cancer Genome Atlas whose mission is
to produce a comprehensive map
of cancer genomes for every cancer
patient. The overarching goal of the
organization is to improve the ability of doctors to diagnose, treat and
prevent cancer.
“Since cancer is a disease of
the genome, this newfound ability to determine the complete DNA
sequence of a cancer cell is enormously powerful,” said Francis Collins, a geneticist and former director of the National Human Genome
Research Institute, in a Science
News Magazine article.
The team of scientists working
on the project were able to find the
specific cell-mutating gene for this
female patient. They discovered
10 mutations, eight of which were
never known to be affiliated with
cancer.
A new mapping technology
called “massively parallel sequencing” allows scientists to compare normal and cancerous DNA
sequences. The scientists went
through three billion blocks of DNA
in order to discover the specific
mutations of the patient’s cancer.
Another comprehensive analysis conducted at the University of
Washington has led to the discovery of 16 additional genes linked
with lung cancer, the leading cause
of cancer deaths worldwide.
“Lung cancer is many different
things cobbled together. Now we’re
able to untangle the different types,”
said Ramaswamy Govindan, an oncologist working on the project, in
a Science News Magazine article.
This study has brought researchers
one step closer in identifying specific gene pathways that might be
the catalyst in producing new lung
cancer cells.
Some doctors speculate that
cancer has individual mutations
that are specific to a patient. Understanding the genetic basis for each
cancer patient may lead to highly
personalized treatments, of which
Govidan also said, “The key is to
mold drugs to the type of cancer.”
This would not only make cancer
treatment more effective but may
actually stop cancer from relapsing
or reemerging. It would also serve
as an early detection system.
Currently, all cancer patients
are treated in the same manner as
they were 25 years ago but with the
technological boom, mapping a genome will become even faster and
easier.
In 1990, when the human genome project was created, no one
had expected that it would become
the battleground to combat cancer.
This new cancer genome project,
lead by the Cancer Genome Atlas,
could be the program that finally
rids humanity of one of its most
devastating diseases.
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The USG Insider has been established to communicate progress on student issues and concerns headed by the Undergraduate Government. Launched in 2007, The USG Insider is an unbiased and factual publication meant to inform,
educate, and communicate to the undergraduate students of Baruch College. This initiative was designed to be part of
the Undergraduate Student Government’s effort to improve transparency and communication with the undergraduate
student body. This newsletter is a tool students should get familiarized with, as it will become a new way of understanding the issues surrounding us. This year, reducing the communication gap between student government, clubs and
Baruch’s administration has become a main priority for the government.

Club Roundtable

Presidential Remarks

Forum for club members to voice their concerns and questions
In the past, the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) and the rest of the clubs & organizations in
Baruch College have always been treated as separate entities. While members of
USG would essentially be
representing the rest of
the student body, students
knew little about how USG
operated. Because of this,
students started to question their budgets, the appeals process, the paperwork that had to be done
for each event, etc. Sometimes, these questions have
evolved to misinterpretations and have resulted in
avoidable mistakes. Students have raised communication problems about deadlines, how to fill out certain paperwork, and what they can
do about their budget should it prove insufficient for the
club’s individual needs. This lack of communication was
like an iron curtain casted between USG and the rest of the
student body, forever lost in transition.
This is why the tradition of the Club Roundtable
Discussions was started. It is through this medium that we

communicate to the rest of the students in the Baruch College campus and provide answers to all the questions that
students may have. This event not only informs club leaders
and their members about
upcoming USG initiatives,
but also brings a new sense
of teamwork among student
life. It is a time where confusion turns into realization
and skepticism turns into
trust.
The discussions this semester are open to all clubs
to learn more about USG as
well as the other wonderful
clubs on campus. These discussions will be held once
a month, hosted by myself,
and notifications will be sent out usually one to two weeks
prior to the event. Its goal is to provide for those who need
help and expect more from those who don’t ask for it. This
means that for any clubs or organizations that do not attend
these meetings, USG expects them to have no questions and
to really know what they are doing when it comes to running
their organization effectively. It will be each club leader’s responsibility to know what’s going on.

Raising Social Awareness
Fostering a socially responsible student body
As a USG committee, Campus Affairs is dedicated
to communicating the desires of undergraduate students
when it comes to parties & events on campus, facilities
management, technology innovations, health concerns and
other such issues that have an effect on the overall college
experience of a Baruch student.
This year, student government not only has made
it a priority to work on improving this issues, it also set
out on a mission to create a more socially conscious Baruch. What we mean by that is to have events on campus
that cover issues that do not get enough exposure in the
mainstream media. There are many issues in the world
that we feel need to be discussed more around campus. Issues having to do with racial justice and minority rights,
women’s rights and gender equality, sexual and reproductive rights, immigrant and refugee rights, criminal justice
sector reform, economic and community development and
the list goes on – Baruch needs more events on campus
that cover these issues. To close this information gap, we

started a campaign called Non-Profit Spotlight. And you, as
a concerned Baruch student will have the opportunity to be
a part of the Campus Affairs committee, and help us lead
the way into a discussion of issues that will create a socially
conscious environment in our school.
Our efforts thus far have brought the issue of
wrongful convictions in our country’s criminal justice system on campus. On the evening of November 6th, two New
York exonerees, Scott Fappiano and Barry Gibbs, came
to Baruch College to share their stories of injustice. They
spent a combined 40 years in prison for crimes they did not
commit. The feedback we received after this event was phenomenal, and you, the student body, will be pleased with
our upcoming events.
Once again, we ask all students across the campus
to approach Campus Affairs with ideas or topics that you
feel would spark the socially-conscious discussion that is
lacking here at Baruch. Please e-mail our VP of Campus
affairs at vpullara@gmail.com.

Club Questions?
Step-by-step process for chartering a
new club

By: REZWANA HOQUE

As your president,
I am determined to make
your Baruch experience, the
best experience of your life.
The Undergraduate Student Government is here
to attend your needs, foster
student involvement, and
make sure students’ voice
is heard. Attending a commuter college can make it
harder to enjoy your college
experience to its fullest. But
Baruch has over 170 clubs
and organizations, there are 14 athletic teams, the newspaper, yearbook, radio station and of course, undergraduate student government. Add to that, the many dedicated faculty and staff members who are here to teach,
guide and mentor you on your journey. Please sample
all that Baruch has to offer. I urge you to get involved
and be informed of what your school has to offer. Take
advantage of each and every resource. Go to them, don’t
wait for an invitation, it may not come. It’s your duty to
mold the experience that you want to have. With all that
Baruch has to offer, both inside and outside of the classroom, you will find your passion to pursue your dreams.

Got a Problem?
The Undergraduate Student Government needed an efficient and easy way to communicate with Baruch
students concerning any general student concerns. Baruchproblems.com allows USG to take note of students’
most pressing problems and attempt to go about solving
them.
Through the use of this website, students can
post anonymous comments, or can request to have a
follow up by inserting their e-mail in order to receive a
response from the student government. So far concerns
have ranged from the cleanliness in the bathrooms to
overcrowded elevators. Students should be mindful of
the fact that some problems may be out of the reach of
the USG, but they should never hesitate in reporting a
problem.
USG has already gone about solving problems
presented through the use of the site, such as more frequent cleaning for all the bathrooms and many more
which are currently being addressed. The website does
not seek to replace human interaction with the students,
but rather create an additional link between all students
with the USG to hopefully achieve the end result of fostering a better educational environment for all students.

Looking Ahead...
November:
11/25/08 – Thanksgiving Luncheon
December:
12/1/08-12/11/08 – Toy Drive
12/7/08 – USG Cleanup
12/9/08 – USG Club Social
12/11/08 – Winter Wonderland Party
February:
Camp Wellstone
Government-New-Generation (GNG)
Thinkfast Competition
Evening Coffee Nights

Please visit us at:
www.usgbaruch.org
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Art off the Beaten Path

Peyton poorly paints her pack of pals
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Try to say that three times fast. Sorry for
the alliteration, but the current Elizabeth
Peyton retrospective, “Live Forever“ at the
New Museum was all too enticing for me
to resist the temptation of the potent letter
“P.” Literary devices aside, the monotonous
works on display by the, oddly-enough prolific American painter is perplexingly what
draws crowds of spectators everyday. Though
her subject matter seems alluring in and of itself, it is in her derivative painting technique
that she fails to inspire viewers.
Born in the mid-1960s, Peyton has become
a staple in the New York art scene shortly after graduating from the School of Visual Arts.
Her art is an endless glance in the mirror,
peppered with intimately painted snapshots
of her closest friends, in the most mundane
of situations. Simultaneously, there are
paintings, which pay homage to the tabloids,
which have infiltrated our shared consciousness while on line at the supermarket.
Her style is unmistakable — unanimously
androgynous and anemic-looking figures
with piercing eyes grace one petite canvas after another in a nonchalant, all too cool manner. There is a hackneyed, amateur quality to
her wide brushstrokes, which harks back to
Impressionism. There are hints of Alex Katz
in her use of color, but unfortunately falls
victim to the grasping influence of the all too
popular crowd of today’s snap-happy, Polaroid photographers.
Granted, Peyton is unafraid of color;
ruby lips and seafoam eyes are a common
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Peyton’s “EP reading (self-portrait)“ (2005)

Peyton’s “Ben Drawing“ (2001)

sight amidst the faces of her figures as they
sit on lively hued furniture. Her best use
of rich tints can be seen in her portraits set
during the evening or the smoky, seemingly
din-laden music performance scenes. The
canvas “Nick (La Luncheonette, December
2002)” (2002) shows how Peyton, much in
the style of Manet, uses deep hues of blue,

purple, pink and green and — black ever so
minimally — to capture the darkness. Similarly “Julian” (2004) captures the red heat of
the stage as the lead member of The Strokes
croons to the crowd. The hazy quality of a vocal performance is reminiscent of photographer Ryan McGinley’s Morrissey series.
Peyton’s more noteworthy artwork con-

sists of her celebrity portraits, which serve as
cultural references. At least, the tabloid kings
and queens offer more candy for the eye than
her lackluster self-portraits and images of her
yawn-worthy pals. Her famous portraits fall
into two broad categories. There are the androgynous celebrities, like Kurt Cobain and
Pete Doherty, both male counterparts to the
popular emaciated Kate Moss look.
They are the first obvious extension of her
more personal paintings, who all have a similar, model-esque, yet sickly look. Then there
are those celebrities and historical icons,
whose lives followed a tragic trajectory, including Frida, John Lennon, Napoleon, Jackie and John (Kennedy). There is a sadness in
these works, which is echoed in the cool, jaded looks of her friends. The desolation of the
images is further reinforced in the singular
nature of the portraits, lone individuals dominate the majority of the canvases on display.
Even the much anticipated “Michelle and
Sasha Obama at the Democratic Convention
August 2008” (2008) is tinged with a tired
melancholy.
Perhaps Peyton’s greatest fault is her inability to think outside of the box. Her portraits are dull and repetitive; if you’ve seen
one, you have seen them all. Developing a
recognizable style is by no means deleterious, but in Peyton’s specific case, one begins
to question if she has matured as an artist. I
hate to admit it, but if Peyton’s canvases were
on display for sale on the street, I wouldn’t
even give them a second glance. However,
the Mary Heilmann exhibition downstairs,
now that’s worthy of your time and the $8
student entrance fee.

NeoHooDoo: Art for a forgotten faith
BY JOHANNA MARIE FERREIRA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A poet by the name of Ishmael Reed,
embraced the term “HooDoo.” This term referred to religions of the New World and the
concept of exploring spiritual practices outside of these customary faiths. In 1971 with
his new collection of poetry, Reed created the
term “NeoHooDoo,” which expressed his collection as a spiritual, multicultural inventive.
The exhibition “NeoHooDoo: Art for a Forgotten Faith,” at the P.S. 1 Contemporary Art

Radcliffe Bailey’s “Storm at Sea“ (2006)

Center, reexamines and explores spirituality
in various facets of cultural heritages. The
collection fuses contrasting objects and elements, in order to create interactive assemblages addressing history and the themes of
exploitations, genocide and poverty. The exhibit attempts to expose how spiritual rituals
function as both an emotional and psychological tension reliever from socially unacceptable conditions.
The exhibition includes multiple mediums such as photography, sculpture, assemblage, video, performance and other media
by 30 artists of Native American, African and
Latin American heritage. These artists use religious imagery within the artistic
process to present spirituality and
its relevance to today’s society.
José Bedia’s “Las Cosas Que
me Arrastran” (The things that
drag me along), is a multimedia
installation that infers various cultural beliefs. Bedia being an initiate of the Afro-Cuban practice of
Palo Monte, informs both African
and Native American beliefs. The
installation is a newer version of
his 1996 installation of the same
name. Chains are attached to a
collage on the wall and extend
across the gallery floor to an array
of wooden boats and airplanes.
These objects are filled with metaphoric objects such as bottles of
rum, firewater, cigars, cigarettes,
bison skulls, horns and more.
These materials serve to show the
linkage between African, American Indian and European influence, and the power of greater
forces beyond them all. The title
suggests societal oppression and
the determination to break away
from that.
Amalia Mesa Bains, a Chicana
PS1.ORG artist, transforms a humble space
into a room dedicated to The Virgin of Guadalupe. The assemblage
is called “The Curandera’s Botan-

ica.” This mixed media assortment consists of statues of Native
American Indians, skull heads,
flasks, graduated cylinders, eggs,
herbs, “japon contra malefigios”
(a soap that cleanses one of evil),
family photographs and plenty
of images of The Virgin of Guadalupe. This presents itself as a
representation of a cleansing or
healing ritual.
Radcliffe Bailey’s “Storm at
Sea” (2006), displays wooden
piano keys in the form of sea
waves. This aesthetic signifies the
Black Atlantic culture within the
exhibition and the connection
between Africa and the Americas. At one side of the piano key
storm lies a model boat and on
the other an African sculpture.
Though the storm may seem like
the focus, the sculpture remains
a constant distraction as one
would assume it to be associated with some sort of spiritual
essence. The sculpture features
the Yoruba god of war. This installation like many displayed
at the exhibit conveys the role
PS1.ORG
of African practices which soon
became the foundation for many
Haitian, Brazilian and Cuban Jose Bedia’s “Las Cosas que me Arrastran (The Things That Drag Me
practices. It communicates the Along)“ (1996/2008)
violence associated with colonization, slavery and the rituals of “lost” and of hallucination or possession relates to the
alienated people, while the same applies to spiritual idea of being taken over by a spirit.
This exhibit ruptures spirituality in conthose involved in indigenous practices.
Despite these passionate works, perhaps temporary art, while exploring various sathe most vehement of them all were the short cred practices and how its presence in confilms created by younger artists. Michael Joo’s temporary art has been “lost.” These pieces
“Salt Transfer Cycle,” expresses the ideas of combine both religion and spirituality and
hallucinations or being “possessed.” The art- its influence on political and social aspects
ist dives into and swims through water where of the Americas. It demonstrates elements
MSG has been dissolved. He is after en- of spirituality within the artistic practice in
crusted in salt and runs throughout the for- quite a refreshing and liberating fashion that
est in a very animal-like manner. He is then had not yet been revealed today.
approached by elks that lick the salt off of
him and the cycle begins again. This process
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Brand Spankin’ New Music
n Kanye West and
Andy Warhol should
not share a headline
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW

Recommended Tracks:
We Don’t Care
Love Lockdown

BPAC CORRESPONDANT

N.COM

MYSPACE.COM

A M A ZO

Take a look at the picture. Perhaps the resemblance is a coincidence, or maybe Kanye West has
enjoyed a little too much of commercial artist Takashi Murakami’s
company. After playing his entire
new album, “808’s and Heartbreak”
during a press conference, Kanye
West commented, “So, I’ve created
a new genre of music that iTunes
can choose to use. The genre for the
sound is called ‘pop art’.” Still think
the resemblance to a certain sicklylooking, jaundiced iconoclast is a
fluke?
The two singles entitled Love
Lockdown and Heartless, released
on Sept. 18 and Nov. 4 respectively,
ascended effortlessly to the top of
iTunes Top Songs list. During that
time, the clamorous hype over
Kanye West’s fourth studio album
was drowned out by the chorus of
moans and groans decrying the
singles’ innovative reach.
Both tracks are nearly wholly
composed using the tribal drumbeats of a TR-808 drum machine
and tinny Auto-Tune vocals, as is
the rest of the album. Despite the
prosaic lyrics, especially underscored in Love Lockdown, both
tracks do well and drop below the
surface. The chanted melancholy
timbre finds a more wrenching visceral vein and the novelty is valiant
to be sure, but veers wide of the
mission statement’s margins.
It seems like the flippant humor
of tracks like We Don’t Care, which
jokingly advocated drug trafficking
to high school children, was unfor-

tunately put down.
The droll lyrical dexterity of older songs like Bring Me Down was
sacrificed in exchange for some
fresh beatwork. Fans of the old
Kanye West don’t need to be told
to move on. If the new Kanye West
turns out to be too cool for hip-hop,
don’t be surprised if he is too cool
to sell subsequent records.
Kanye’s new album launches
Nov. 25.

MEDIA.INDEPENDENT.COM

Recommended Tracks:
For Kalaja Mari
I Am Under No Disguise
Chain
Wired For Light

.COM

BY SOPHIA HEPHEASTOU

to Marlon Olivia at WBMD because
after all where would I be without
new music to review?
A M A ZO N

n School of Seven
Bells Stems from
Late Night Television Programming

Exhibition of the Week

COPY EDITOR

While the majority of us regular
people have 3 a.m. revelations that
include driving to Taco Bell for a
morning snack or watching Spanish soap operas and dubbing random subtitles, other more creative
individuals choose to watch PBS.
The concept for the group, School
of Seven Bells, was inspired by a
documentary, aired at 3 a.m., describing a mythical South American pickpocket academy from the
’80s.
While the band’s origin may
seem like a reverie, their ethereal
sound and airy melodies mirror the
feeling of flight. Their latest album
“Alpinism” evokes a spiritual sound
with heavy drums and breathy vocals. The vocals, done by twin sisters Alejandra and Claudia Deheza,
from Secret Machines and On!Air!
Library!, melt with Benjamin Curtis’ flawless instrumentation creating a sticky, sensuous sound. The
music’s calming layered rhythms
create a musical mishmash reminiscent of The Postal Service and
The Bird and The Bee.
Although School of Seven Bells
come off as a soft-spoken indie
group, they definitely use climactic build ups to add intensity and
drama. Curtis’ gentle guitar parts
snuggly wrap around eclectic
sounds while the twin’s silky lyrics
play hide and seek behind synthesizers.
The 11-track album is extremely
cohesive and very catchy. School of
Seven Bells transcends far beyond
the realm of music and delves into
something much deeper, fostering
abstract, acoustic art. Many thanks

Today, Manhattan Class
Company will present “A Lifetime Burning” by Cusi Cram at
7 p.m. In a perfectly decorated
mid-century modern apartment
on Mulberry Street, one sister has
written a memoir. Another sister
claims that not one word of it is
true. Both may be right. Is memory ever what really happened or,
in these reality obsessed times, is
it possible to rewrite one’s life?
This event is free.
On Nov. 17 and 21 at 7:30
p.m., Baruch’s resident ensemble The Alexander String
Quartet will delight us with the
“Quartets, Quintets & Sextets of
Johannes Brahms.” Baruch students may attend for free and
CUNY ID holders for only $15.
If you can’t make the nighttime
performances, the Silberman
Concert Series will also present
the Alexander String Quartet on
Nov. 20 at 2:45 p.m. This event
is free for students, faculty, staff
and the general public.
The Fine and Performing Arts
Department will present “The
Texas Two Step: Men and Women,” two one-act plays — “Laundry & Bourbon” and “Lone Star”
— by James McClure on Nov. 18
to 21 at 7:30 p.m. and on Nov.
22 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. These
plays are comedies with depth
that explore the loneliness and
lost dreams of Roy and Elizabeth,
a married couple in a small Texas
town in the mid-’70s. “Lonestar”
focuses on Roy, a Vietnam veteran who has been deeply affected
by the war and who can’t seem to
get on with his life. “Laundry and

Bourbon” focuses on Elizabeth
who is deeply in love with Roy
and who longs for the life they
used to have together.
The Milt Hinton Jazz Perspectives Series on Nov. 19 at 2:45
p.m. will present biographer
Dan Ouellette in a jazz lecture
on Ron Carter. Dan Ouellette
is a renowned jazz writer and
critic (DownBeat, Billboard,
Stereophile, Pulse!, New Yorker,
Playboy, among others) and
will tell the remarkable story of
the world’s most respected jazz
bassist Ron Carter. Dan is telling
this story in a unique way using
an interactive website in a journey preceding the book’s publication, which is scheduled to be
released by 2009. This event is
free. For reservations, call 646312-4085.
“Irena’s Vow,” featuring Tovah
Feldshuh extends at BPAC from
Nov. 8 to 25. It is a riveting, lifeaffirming tale about one of the
most courageous and unsung
heroines of World War II. During the German occupation of
Poland, Irena Gut Opdyke, a Polish Catholic, was forced to work
as head housekeeper for a very
prominent German major. Over
a two-year period of service, Irena would risk her own life in order to save the lives of 12 Jewish
refugees whom she secretly took
under her care. Tickets range in
price from $39.50-$85.
For information on tickets,
showtimes and other information
regarding any of the events mentioned in this article, please stop
by the BPAC Box Office (NVCfirst floor), call 646-312-4085, or
visit baruch.cuny.edu/bpac.

ARTCAL.NET

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

SHOWCLIX.COM

Check out Trenton Doyle Hancock’s rich collages at the James
Cohan Gallery in Chelsea.

James Cohan Gallery
533 W. 26 St.
Nov. 20 6-8 p.m.
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Look great on the first date

JCREW.COM

URBANOUTFITTERS.COM
FOEVER21.C

BY KERRI JAREMA
ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

After countless text messages,
casual conversations and a lot of
flirting, you have finally succeeded
in getting that date for Saturday
night. But the hardest part is still
ahead — deciding what to wear.
Most girls have spent hours
standing in front of their mirror
before a big date, searching through
their closets to find that every
article of clothing they have ever
purchased has become hideous,
uncomfortable
and
entirely
unworthy of such an important
occasion.
However, looking good on a first
date can be easy when a simple
formula is followed. As we are
fast approaching the cold winter

months, outerwear is becoming a
more crucial staple in our everyday
wardrobes.
Since a coat or jacket is the first
thing that your date will notice,
it should be as eye-catching and
flattering as the outfit you are
wearing underneath. A coat or
jacket is also a great item to splurge
on because you can wear it for years
to come if it is high quality.
Most people wear black
outerwear in the drab winter
months, so one sure-fire way to
get noticed is with a bright-colored
coat. J. Crew’s Double-cloth Lady
Day Coat ($330) comes in a bold,
hot pink hue, which is not only a
beautiful attention getter, but will
keep you warm on those evening
walks through the park. Accessorize
with an ivory-colored beret like

ALDO.C

OM

Urban Outfitter’s Cable Stitch Beret
($24) and Urban Outfitter’s cool
Open Knit Oblong Scarf ($28) to
match.
Once you get out of the cold and
into a restaurant for dinner, the true
test of the date outfit success really
begins. An interesting jewel-toned
blouse is always a hit. Forever 21
carries the gorgeous Melee Ruffle
Chiffon Shirt ($19.80), a dark,
purple
three-quarter
sleeved
chiffon blouse with a smocked
waist to accentuate curves.
There is no better pairing to an
interesting blouse than a minimalist
bottom and for a date, nothing is
more appropriate than a feminine
skirt. Forever 21’s Fitted Knit Skirt
($17.80) is curve hugging but made
with comfortable, stretchy material.
To make the ensemble more winter

appropriate, add a pair of black
tights like Urban Outfitter’s Opaque
Tights ($12 each or 2 for $20).
Mini-skirts and tights look
amazing when worn with ankle
boots and they are certainly en
vogue this winter season. The
Flolorn boot from Aldo ($130) is a
black ankle boot with a concealed
platform, stiletto heel, tapered toe
and interesting line details. It has
been said that heels are the ultimate
clothes-related attention grabber
for guys, and in these boots, you
will definitely turn his head.
Rather than go with the obvious
clutch, carrying a full-sized purse
will give you ample space for
everything you need and also give
off an independent vibe. After all,
you can barely fit more than a $20
bill in most clutch purses, and even

if you expect your date to pay for
dinner, you don’t need him to know
that before he even offers.
Forever 21’s Quilted Mod Tote
($30.80) is in line with the quilted
purse trend that has been seen
everywhere. It is just big enough
to carry all your essentials without
becoming a hassle during your
after-dinner movie.
Dressing for a date does not have
to be an epic battle waged between
you and your closet. Stressing over
what to wear will only give you
anticipation jitters for all the wrong
reasons. Stick with bold colors,
feminine fabrics and fierce shoes to
feel good about your look and allow
you to enjoy the benefits of a great
first date.

OM
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Taking it easy in the big city
BY MARTINA MICKO
STAFF WRITER

Being
college
students,
especially in one of the most hectic
cities in the world, we are bound
to get stressed and need a place to
relax. Especially with finals coming
up, most of us will need a place
where we can escape and regain
focus. Whether it’s doing yoga,
going to the spa or simply taking
a walk in Central Park this city has
many options to help cope with
everyday stress.
A spa is one of the best places
to relax. At Great Jones Spa (29
Great Jones St.) you don’t have to
get a treatment to go. With $50,
you get unlimited access to the
pool, sauna, steam room and the
peaceful relaxing room. Being cell
phone free and surrounded by
such luxurious details like a three
-story waterfall, the spa will leave
you completely revitalized after a
couple of hours. The spa is open
Mondays from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.
and Tuesday to Sunday from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m.
Another popular spa is Graceful
Spa (205 W. 14th St.). Compared to
most spas out there, which charge
around $200, this spa is fairly
inexpensive. Massages and facials
here range from $60 to $80. With
the cold weather coming, a facial
and body scrub will refresh and
revitalize your entire body.
For some of us, physical exercise
is a great way to relieve stress and for
those exercise enthusiasts, yoga is
ideal. Yoga to the People (St. Marks
Place and 3rd Ave.) is an excellent
donation-based studio. The class is
60 minutes long and is accessible
to anyone regardless of flexibility

Whether its going to the spa or taking a yoga class, relaxation can be found in various places in the city.
or experience. These classes allow
you to strengthen your body and
relax your mind by focusing on
breathing. These classes will leave
you alive and stress-free. Yoga mats
can be rented for $2 and classes are
held every couple of hours.
The Metropolitan Museum of
Art is another peaceful spot to visit
in the city. Filled with tourists and
New Yorkers alike, the museum has
some very interesting collections.
Most of us have probably visited
the museum, but rushing through
its exhibitions for a school paper

MTV gives bands
a Woodie award
BY MAYA KASHYAP
NEWS EDITOR

mtvU’s Woodie Awards, a show
dedicated solely to college students
and their favorite bands, debuted
Wednesday, Nov. 12 at The Roseland
Ballroom. Packed with what seemed
like 14-year-olds and creepy
publicists, the award show will air
Nov. 19 at 8 p.m. ET on mtvU, a 24hour college network.
The night got off to a slow start and
breaked many times, only to fill the
void with music videos which kept
the crowed dancing and entertained.
At one point, they started to play
Britney Spear’s Womanizer only to
interrupt the feed with Never Gonna
Give You Up by Rick Astley. Yes, we
were Rickrolled.
Self-proclaimed hip-hop artist
Asher Roth performed the opening
act, singing his song I Love College.
Roth, who hails from Pennsylvania
and sounds hauntingly like Eminem,
tried to rile the crowd with lyrics
like, “man I love college, and I love
drinkin, I love women, I love college.”
Uh, nice.
Perhaps one of the best parts

IMSPORTS.MSU.EDU

FACIALE-SITEWORKS.COM

of the night were the on-stage
collaborations.
Swedish
artist
Lykke Li, whose beautifully ethereal
voice contributed to her stellar
performance, was joined on stage
by icon Q-tip as she covered A Tribe
Called Quest’s Can I Kick It. The
crowd
After performing her hit, L.E.S.
Artistes, Santogold squeezed in a
shout-out for President-elect Barack
Obama, to massive cheers of the
crowd, before being joined on stage
by Spank Rock for their rendition of
Shove It.
Vampire Weekend was the last
band to perform and was certainly
worth the wait. After partnering with
Chromeo to sing The Kids Don’t
Stand A Chance, they sang their much
loved Cape Cod Kwassa Kwassa. The
crowd seemed absolutely enthralled
and sang along with the Columbia
University graduates.
The biggest shocker, though,
was the Woodie of the Year winner
Paramore, who beat out the likes of
MGMT and Tokyo Police Club to
claim their undeserved award.

MICHAEL WURSTHORN I THE TICKER

All American Rejects appeared to present Paramore’s award.

doesn’t really count. Take time
and actually go through the rooms
that are rarely visited and special
exhibitions, such as the current
“Rhythms of Modern Life: British
Prints.”
An extra perk to your museum
visit is taking some time to stop by
Central Park. After all, the spacious
grounds are great for a walk or bike
ride and make it easy to escape
the loud noise of the city. With the
changing foliage and crisp weather
autumn is the perfect time of year
to visit. The numerous statues

and monuments add to the park’s
atmosphere. The Wildlife Center is
also a wonderful distraction from
busy New York life, offering many
different species of animals, from
polar bears to monkeys, to explore.
For the next couple of months,
Bryant Park has been transformed
into a skating rink, called The Pond.
It offers free admission and skates
can be rented. For those who don’t
know how to skate, The Pond also
offers skating shows. Skating at
Bryant Park is a tried and true
holiday favorite. The rink is open

Sunday to Thursday until 10 p.m.,
and Friday and Saturday until
midnight.
Whether its taking a museum
trip or going to a yoga class, there
are as many different ways to relax
as there are people in the city.
Through relaxation we can reset
our minds and bodies, allowing us
to focus on other things. With all
of these options for tranquility to
explore, you are sure to find your
own kind of peace.

NOVEMBER 17, 2008

PAGE 20 I THE TICKER CALENDAR

Calendar of Events
COMPILED BY KERRI JAREMA

ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Yearbook Pictures
Office of Student Life
Room 2-110 (NVC)
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Bake Sale
Beta Phi Sigma
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Information
Advisement and Orientation
Cafeteria (NVC)
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Health Care Fidelis Care
Health Services
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Alumni Social
Sigma Alpha Delta Honor Society
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Children’s Coat Drive
Zicklin Sports Business Club
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Raffle for Relay for Life
Alpha Phi Delta
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Children’s Coat Drive
Zicklin Sports Business Club
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Movie Viewing & Discussion
Political Action Club
Room 709 (17 Lex)
12 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Pizza & Parsha
Chabad Club
Room 4-180 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Club Info
Chabad Club
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Staff and Faculty Flu Shots
Health Services
Room 2-125 (NVC)
12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Job Information Session with
Deloitte
Korean Association of Baruch Grad
Students
Room 11-150 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Chinese Language Program
United Chinese Language
Association
Room 3-216 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

Information Table
Chabad Club
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Raffle for Relay for Life
Alpha Phi Delta
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

The Nisanov Zone
Jewish Student Alliance
Room 3-215 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Law Career Panel
Pre-Law Society
Room 8-150 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Thanksgiving Alumni Mixer
Entrepreneurs Society
Room 3-215 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Emet Fellowship
Jewish Student Alliance
Room 2-125 (NVC)
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

11/17
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/21

Managing Your Career with Paul
Sinclair - Goldman Sachs
NABA
Room 3-120 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Faculty Panel On The
Economic Crisis
Student Affairs and Enrollment
Management
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Movie Viewing
Lambda Pi Upsilon
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Israeli Film Festival
Hillel
Room 2-125 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Smoke Out & Relay for Life
Kickoff
Office of Student Life
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Thanksgiving Dinner
PorColombia
Room 3-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
General Meeting
Kappa Phi Alpha
Room 3-210 (NVC)
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
General Meeting
Wall Street Club
Room 4-225 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Submit your event listings to calendar@theticker.org
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Swim teams impress
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
SPORTS EDITOR

In a powerful conference opener, the Lady Bearcats outswam the
College of Staten Island Dolphins,
125-76, while their male counterparts lost by a mere touch, with
a final score of 106-99. Though it
ended with a heartbreaker, the
men’s performance was more than
was expected by both the team and
head coach Charles Lampasso.
“I have nothing but positive
things to say about their performance,” Lampasso said the following day. “It all came down to the
last relay.” In fact, the seven-point
gap in the final score is
a direct result of the six
points CSI obtained
in the last relay.
The teams’ performances against
the Dolphins was a
reflection of how they have been
doing thus far, with which Lampasso is very happy. “They’re
swimming very well. The team it really coming together and meshing
well,” he commented.
Unlike most Baruch’s teams, the
men and women swim teams usually compete in the same meets, and
to Lampasso and his swimmers,
they are just one team. Throughout
the entire season, there have been
only a few occasions where the
women’s team has had a separate
meet from the men.
One of those occasions was on
Friday, Nov. 14, where the women
swam against Manhattanville College, a Division I team; the University of Bridgeport, a Division II team
ranked in the top 14 of the Metro
conference and St Joseph’s College,
another Division III team.
The men’s team will be facing Manhattanville College, who
hasn’t had a team in eight years,

in an overall meet that Lampasso
was expecting to go well for both of
Baruch’s teams.
The teams’ season continues
on Tuesday, Nov. 19, as they face
Maritime College in another meet
that Lampasso expects both sides
of Baruch’s team to win.
Contributing to the teams’
success is undoubtedly the strict
practice schedule the swimmers
follow, which calls for training six
days a week. Of course, exceptions
are made on days when meets are
scheduled, but besides those occasions the Bearcats dive in daily and
practice, mostly individually.
Unlike other sports, practices that follow defeats do
not focus on specific
things, as a basketball
team might focus on
defense for a particular
practice. “We don’t worry
about [the loss], we just
move ahead,” said Lampasso. “Put
the loss behind us and move on.”
Out of all the swimmers who
practice rigorously, there are many
freshmen the Bearcats’ opponents
should keep an eye on, including
Idan Saragosti, Gustavo San Martin
Dancourt and Jeffrey Wong, on the
men’s side, and Priscilla Arana on
the women’s side.
It is those swimmers and many
more that Lampasso has to assign
to specific events for each meet,
depending on the opponent. “We
have to look back at the [other
team’s] previous events, try to guess
what they’ll do this time, and plan
accordingly,” he explained, adding
that he usually starts organizing his
team five days before a meet.
Although he sometimes ends
up changing his lineup halfway
through the meet, it is only because
this year’s teams are full of promising athletes, who are all looking forward to making a splash.
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Bearcat Spotlight: Gilbert Marte

Rookie shines on and off track
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
SPORTS EDITOR

There are many kinds of athletes.
There are those who brag without
reason and those who have every
reason to, but choose to abstain.
Recently named the CUNY Athletic
Conference Rookie of the Year for
cross-country, Gilbert Marte undeniably belongs to the latter category.
“He’s an athlete who leads by
example; his performance speaks
for itself,” said Marte’s former high
school coach, Tim Monti-Wohlpart
of Brooklyn Tech. “He doesn’t look
for a fanfare.”
Although Marte may not look
for a fanfare or for the spotlight, he
certainly deserves it. Since he was a
child, Marte has always liked to run
and still runs at every opportunity
he gets. “We used to run in kindergarten. We’d always race, and of
course he’d always beat me,” remembered Marte’s twin sister, Kristina. “Now, he runs everywhere. If
he has to go to the store, he’ll just
run over.”
It wasn’t until his second year of
high school, however, that Marte’s
passion concretized (word choice)
when he joined his school’s cross
country team. As a freshman, his
classes interfered with the team’s
practice schedule, which made him
choose to focus on academics.
Coincidentally, Marte was almost faced with a similar situation
when he started college this semester. Coming to Baruch, he wasn’t
sure whether he would be able to
manage both his course load and
cross country practice. But academics has always been a priority
for Marte, who chose Baruch College because he was accepted in
the Honors program and because
of the college’s good reputation for

helping students find internships.
The importance of academia
to Marte is evident when he mentions that one of his favorite things
at Baruch is the teaching staff. Even
when he is heading to a class he
finds boring, Marte brings a textbook with him – so he can read it
and stay awake in class. He admits
he could bring a laptop to class, but
he feels that would be rude to the
professor and therefore opts for the
textbook.
This respect of others is just one
of the many qualities that shine
from this five foot eight freshman
and that get him noticed by others. His sister calls him “genuine;”
Monti-Wohlpart describes him as
“steady as a rock,” and his mother
says that he is “dedicated and extremely competitive.”
“If there is anything he feels he
can win at, he’ll give it 100 percent,”
said Luz Fernandez, Marte’s mother. “When we play family games,
forget it!” she added, laughing.
Marte has also become extremely disciplined through his years of
training. Last year, when he joined
his high school’s varsity team, he
all but put the program together,
remembered Monti-Wohlpart. “He
worked hard to establish a team, to
create a varsity team that could be
reckoned with,” he said. The second-year head coach also called
Marte one of the founding fathers
of the team, which Marte still trains
with and supports, sometimes by
going as far as carrying 45-pound
bags of equipment in the rain.
And if the high school team appreciates his help and leadership,
the same can be said for his current
team, the Bearcats. “He is an amazing runner and a very humble person with a lot of talent,” said Agustin Lastra, who ran with Marte in
this past season. “He is a very hard

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

“Competition drives him in everything,” said Kristina Marte of her twin brother, cross country runner Gilbert Marte.
worker.”
Needless to say, Marte has gotten to where he is through a lot of
hard work, including many self-run
practices six days a week. And, in

preparation for next fall’s season,
he plans to start training in January
to eventually reach his goal of running 70 miles a week.
Marte is certainly one Bearcat

who will have to be kept on close
watch in the coming years. As Monti-Wohlpart put it, “I can only hope
to have more runners like him.”
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Basketball Season Preview

Men ready to play hard Ladies look to shock
BY SPENCE PACKER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Just over a week before the commencement
of the Baruch women’s basketball season,
head coach Machli Joseph and senior power
forward Kaleia Davis shared their thoughts
on last season, and the upcoming one.

The men’s basketball team has been preparing for its home opener against Polytechnic, on Wednesday.
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

After a heart-breaking loss to hated rival
Hunter College in the first round of the CUNY
Athletic Conference playoffs last year, a new
season brings new hope for the Bearcats
men’s basketball team.
“In conference, I see us winning the North
Division, which has been the case for many
years followed by a very strong push in the
playoffs,” said team captain and second leading scorer last season, forward George Kunkel. “I feel this is the strongest basketball
team at Baruch since my freshmen year when
we were 23-6.”
Expectations are running high for the
Bearcats this season and for good reason. The
team will keep eight players from last year, including four starters and two of leading scorers, Kunkel and sophomore guard Tammer
Farid.
Although the team is keeping eight players, one downfall could be the fact that they
are featuring six rookies on the roster this season, a very high number for a team with the
expectations of Baruch.
“[The freshmen] give 100 percent every
day at practice and always stay positive. They
will help with our depth off of the bench,” said
Kunkel. “As for hurting the team, I don’t think
this is the case. We have enough upper class
men to balance their youth.”
“Freshmen give us a lot of energy,” said Ray
Rankis, entering his 26th season as Baruch’s
men’s basketball head coach. “We expect solid contributions from several of them.”
The Bearcats got their first taste of competitive basketball this season when they
faced off against Division 1 Manhattan College in an exhibition on Nov. 8. Although the
game didn’t go exactly as planned losing 11042, few, if any, expected the Bearcats to beat
the Jaspers. Despite the score, some good did

come from the game.
“It was certainly a humbling experience.
We realized that we still have a lot of room
for improvement, which is a good thing when
you still have 11 days before the first regular
season game,” said Krunkel. “It will also help
us because of the high level Manhattan plays
at. It will hopefully make our other games
seem ‘easier.’” Coach Rankis didn’t seem to
think that way though. “The way we played
was nothing positive.”
Regardless of what the score versus Manhattan in the pre-season was, Baruch will
open the regular season this Wednesday, Nov.
16 with a home opener against Polytechnic, a
team the Bearcats took care of last season, 9175, on the road.
“We finished the end of the season very
strong aside from the loss to Hunter and we
have to pick up where we left off,” said Kunkel. “We must make a statement in these early
games.”
“They are a tough team that can shoot and
play physically,” said Coach Rankis. “I think it
is always very important to start with a win.”
A win against Polytechnic would be a good
stepping stone toward the team’s regular season goal, a North Division championship, a
title that Baruch has held for nine of the past
11 seasons, and their ultimate goal, a CUNYAC Championship.
“[Our goal is] a North Division championship,” said Ray Rankis. “And we always strive
to be in the [CUNYAC] championship.”
With the regular season just days away,
the Bearcats must learn from last year’s experiences in order to avoid making the same
mistakes again.
“[Last season] will definitely help us in
the sense that we have to play every game
hard because any team can win on any given
night,” said Kunkel. “We can’t take anything
lightly. Winning is like a drug; once you start,
you don’t want to stop.”

Last season, women’s basketball had an
outstanding record of 22 wins and seven
losses. Facing Lehman in the CUNY Athletic
Conference finals they emerged victorious
capturing the CUNY championship. However, they suffered one of their few defeats
in the first round of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association tournament. “The team
had high expectations last year, and we met
them,” said Coach Joseph. “It was a very
good year.”
The bar was set high last season because
of a large number of veteran players. “Five
seniors, four of which were starters, will not
be returning this year,” said Joseph. Seven
players from last year have returned to the
team, and the coach feels that because these
players have the experience and have been
through the ups and downs of last season,
they will help set the tone for this season.
“There are seven new players and seven old
players, so it’s a good balance,” said coach
Joseph.
Both Joseph and Davis agreed on the goal
for the upcoming season. “We want to defend our championship,” they said, and both
hope that the team will go further in the
NCAA Tournament this season. However,
they know that the road is not going to be an
easy one. Both expect the out of conference
games to be the most challenging. In fact six
of their first eight games are out of conference. “These games will be like a barometer
for what we can expect out of our season,”

said Joseph.
Despite the tough competition, Joseph
has great confidence in his team. “We recruited well this year. Our team has more
height, athleticism, depth and balance than
ever before,” he said. “We do not have one
star that the team depends on. Whether that
helps us or hurts us remains to be seen.”
One thing that seems certain is that
women’s basketball is preparing for their
season with tough practices. “We try to keep
practices extremely competitive,” said Davis. “We try to make practice as realistic as a
game, stress the fundamentals, and go back
to the basics. Ultimately, the team with the
best fundamental skills will succeed. Besides going over plays, our main focus is on
hard work. We have an extremely hard working team this year. That’s what we do. We
stress hard work, and togetherness.” Coach
Joseph agreed: “I’m trying to get the girls to
bond, trying to get them to gel, both on and
off the court.”
The Lady Bearcats are going into this
season with their heads held high. “We had
a really good season last season. We beat
the number three ranked team in the nation right here at Baruch,” remarked Davis.
“That gave us a lot of notoriety. We won the
CUNY Championship. Critics would say that
since we lost so many seniors we would be
rebuilding our team this year. But, we have
a more talented squad than ever before. We
are looking to turn some heads and shock
some people this season.”
The Lady Bearcats might be able to do
just that. They are preparing for all aspects
of their season, and are confident that they
will achieve their goals. By next year, there
is a strong possibility that players like Davis
will proudly be wearing a second championship ring.
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The lady Bearcats have been going through realistic practices, in order to be ready for a tough season.

Bearcats receive top CUNYAC awards
The CUNY Athletic Conference recently bestowed its honors on many of our Bearcats:
Men’s Soccer
Daniel Ospina – Roookie of the Year
Nelson DiBastiano – First Team All-Star
Valiantsin Kirykovich – Second Team AllStar

Men’s Cross Country

Women’s Tennis

Women’s Volleyball

Gilbert Marte – Rookie of the Year

Miriam Mkrtchyan – First Team All-Star
Mariya Korobkova – First Team All-Star
Alexandra Vamanu – Second Team All-Star
Shalanda Graham – Second Team All-Star
Irina Piskunova – Second Team All-Star

Nicole Baruffaldi – First Team All-Star
Kristin Walker – First Team All-Star
Posey Wilson – Second Team All-Star

Women’s Cross Country
Jessica Penaherrera – Runner of the Year
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SCHEDULE
Men’s Basketball
11/19 – Polytechnic @ Baruch, 6 p.m.
11/22 – Baruch @ NYU, 6 p.m.

Swimming
11/19 – Baruch @ Maritime College, 6 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
11/21 – Baruch @ Rose-Hulman, 8 p.m.
11/22 - Baruch @ Emory or North Carolina

PREPARING for

VICTORY

Baruch’s basketball teams
get ready for another
challenging season.
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